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Abstract: To let philosophy speak in Chinese, has been a dream of Chinese philosophers. The key point to this
question is to make clear the possibility and actuality of Philosophy Written in Chinese (PWC), which is also related
to the rationality, necessity and urgency of PWC, for the rationality of the Chinese language is indeed the cultural
mark of the Chinese nationality. But since the May Fourth Movement in 1919, the traditional Chinese culture has been
challenged by the Western culture which is considered as the criterion of correctness and adequateness of thinking.
The concept of philosophy in Chinese (Zhexue) merged then as a proper name of Western wisdom and reflection on
Chinese culture by its own sake. In this process Chinese philosophy, as an intellectual system and discipline different
from the Western ones, appears as a modern name of the traditional Chinese culture. Of course it does not mean that
Chinese philosophy has its history only for a hundred years but it is just a name for the traditional Chinese culture has
been for more than five thousand years. It is confused that Chinese philosophers have challenged the legibility of Chinese
philosophy as an independent discipline in the last half of the last century. This reflects the urgency of establishment of
PWC in Chinese philosophical circle. The question whether philosophy speaks in Chinese can be divided into two parts.
One is about whether Chinese language can express philosophical ideas, and the other is about whether it is possible
for different languages to translate philosophy from one to another. As for the first the question, the answer is yes. The
second question is about translation in philosophy that includes two dimensions. First, it is about whether philosophy
in different languages could be translated from one to another. Second, whether philosophy could be translated fully.
In fact no one would deny the translatability of philosophy in different languages, so dialogue and communication
exist among philosophies. But the impossibility of full translation could not affect the existing translation from which
translators should know that full translation is not their ultimate goal. In order to have translation going well, one does
not need word-for-word correspondence in meaning, but intelligibility in meaning among languages. Philosophical
translation aims at the achievement of intelligibility in philosophy among languages. Thisis the aim of PWC and the key

to the answer to the original question of letting philosophy speak in Chinese.
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