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Getting Out of the Predicament in the Global Cultural Interaction:
Reflections on the Ciriticism of Post-colonialist Culture

Yan Mengwei

Abstract: Economic globalization is sure to be accompanied by the global cultural interaction. In the theory of post-
colonialism a series of binary oppositions in the global cultural interaction such as the occident and the orient, the self
and the other, the center and the edge among others have been revealed. This theory explains the discourse hegemony
of developed countries and the anxiety of cultural identity of developing countries, and also provides the theores
of the “hybridity” of cultural identities and “contact zone” of cultural interaction in order to dispel the dominating-
dominated relations in cultural interaction. However, the economic globalization is bound to be accompanied by
a process of cultural structure, which includes scientific and technological culture, commercial culture and human
culture. The theory of post-colonialism has to face the great challenges because it has drifted away from the process.
The expansion of market economy in the world would inevitably lead to, in those countries where the market system
and democratic politics are incomplete, the fiery conflicts between the cultural spirit of promoting human'’s freedom
and the traditionally despotic culture. The theorists of post-colonialism have largely ignored this point. The excessive
emphasis on cultural differences has made it difficult for them to pay attention to the measure of value for measuring
the progress of culture, so that they may stress the distinction and superiority of their national cultures, but more or
less consciously play down the transformation of traditional culture. Therefore, laying emphasis on and respecting
for cultural diversity are very important for understanding the cultural interaction, but we cannot ignore the common
features between different cultures, or the role of economic globalization on the promotion of the cultural spirit of
human's autonomy and freedom, and especially we cannot ignore the possibility and necessity of measuring the
progress of national culture with the scientific and humanistic measurements. The process of human civilization itself
contains the common value, such as peace, development, fair, justice, democracy and freedom. They are the basic
scale that we can use to measure progress of the national culture. The response of Chinese academic field to the
post-colonialism presents contrary cultural mentalities, such as the cultural conservative attitude, which cleave to
the “superiority” of Chinese civilization and refuse to accept any foreign culture, or western cultural mentality of
highly praising western culture and refusing to recognize the positive value of Chinese traditional culture, or cultural
fusion mentality of trying to excavate the positive factors in Chinese traditional culture to combine them with cultural
elements of modern civilization. It is a correct choice for us to walk out of the predicament in the global cultural
interaction if we master the relationship of cultural particularity and universality to establish the cultural mechanism
for absorbing all outstanding achievements of the world.
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@ Mary L. Pratt, Imperial Eyes: Travel Writing and Transculturation (London & New York: Rout ledge, 1992) , 6.
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