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Rethinking the Academic Advantage of the
Concept of New Literature in Chinese

Zhu Shoutong

Abstract: The concept of New Literature in Chinese has its own academic advantages. First of all, it 1s
widely generalized and can integrate the modern Chinese literature, contemporary Chinese literature,
Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macau'’s literatures, and overseas Chinese literature, for they are of a unified
tradition, language system and culture. As a whole, literature in Chinese can face directly other literatures
in different languages, such as literature in English, literature in French, literature in German, and
literature in Russian.

In the tide of contemporary universalization, the concept of New Literature in Chinese or Literature
in Chinese can really reflect the writers’ life, writing situation and their cultural influences. They can't
be defined according to politics and nations, but to their languages and cultures. The concept of New
Literature 1s much more appropriate than “Modern Literature”. The shortcoming of the concept of “New
Literature in Chinese” is that it does not have enough extensibility. We used to discuss “New Poems in
Chinese” and “New Drama in Chinese” coming from New Literature in Chinese, but it 1s not natural
for us to discuss “New Novels in Chinese” and “New Prose in Chinese”, for they sound so uneasy and
unnatural.

When we look at the creations in New Literature in Chinese, we can understand much more meanings
and findings with the view of points of new novels and new prose in Chinese. We can study profoundly
the new notions, new styles and new creations with the new perspectives. For example, we can study the
popular literary fictions in the “New Novels in Chinese” smoothly, and we can find some approaches in
the modern and contemporary literature. As a concept, “New Literature in Chinese” has its shortage in
its possibility of extensibility, but it doesn’t mean that there is no advantage with it.Sure, about its enough
extensibility, the last solution is, we can perhaps focus on the conception of “Literature in Chinese”
for its century or for its epochal character. If we keep the conception of “Literature in Chinese” with
its century or epochal character, we can use it with its extensibility for “Novel in Chinese”, “Prose in
Chinese”, “Poetry in Chinese”and “Drama in Chinese”, for the 20" century or for the new century. The

conception of “Literature in Chinese in the 20% century” or “Literature in Chinese in the New Century”

1s an extensible conception.
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