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The Nature and Criticism Criteria of Modern
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Abstract: The “New"” of “New Literature in Chinese” is different from that of the traditional Chinese literature,
for vernacular is used instead of wenyan (classical written Chinese language), which made modern Chinese
popular literature come into the vision of the history of modern Chinese literature as an important component. If
so, some problems need to be clarified because it used to be considered as the criticized object or “countercurrent”
in the history of Chinese literature. First, how to understand the concept and connotation of modern popular
literature is the focus. The title of popular literature is historical and conventional, and modern Chinese popular
literature 1s the extension of traditional Chinese literature in the new era. In the traditional literature, traditional
culture and literary aesthetic function are attached importance to, and in the popular literature of new era, the
national consciousness, citizen consclousness and mass media are embodied. Second, what are the relations
between modern popular literature and May 4® New Literature? The May 4" New Literature adheres to
enlightenment consciousness and vernacular literature, and so does popular literature. But there are differences
from each other. The “people” enlightened by popular literature are not the “people” under the reign of emperors
in ancient China, nor the “people” under the influence of democracy during the New Literature period, but the
“national people” with modern consciousness. Though the vernacular writing of popular literature still stays in
the simple spoken language level, its authors are indeed the pioneers of China's vernacular writing. Third, how
to view marketability and entertainment tendency of popular literature? Marketability and entertainment are the
basic characteristics of popular literature. Although marketability brings complexity to popular literature, it can
promote the writing and operation of popular literature; although entertainment tendency brings superficiality to
popular literature, it is still the basic feature of popular literature, and it is one of the features of excellent popular
literary works to think about ideology with the usage of entertainment. Fourth, criticism criteria of modern
popular literature should have their own characteristics. For different types of literature, different criteria are
used, which is the basis to make literary criticism effective and applicable. It is very important to appraise the
Chinese popular works is good or not in the view of mass culture , media operation and aesthetic characteristics
of modern literature , and thinking of culture,social and life deeply in accordance with creation rules of popular
literature,but not claim it with the methods of social criticism and cultural criticism which required by elegant

literature.
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