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Sinicization or Westernization: Church University at
the Contradiction Entanglement Point in China

Guo Weidong

Abstract: The modernization of higher education 1s the precondition of the national modernization. Modern
university system originates from the West, for the Chinese old educational resources are not enough to
provide a model for modern higher education. What can make up for this defect 1s the important mentor
from the Western Christian missionaries, who are important messengers of cultural exchanges between
China and the Western countries. The Western Christian missionaries put forward many suggestions
tor Chinese modern higher education, such as the introduction of Western educational system, creating
Chinese modern higher education institutions, setting up China’s national university and so on. The
western missionaries in the new educational system introduce Western learning to China, which deserves a
positive assessment. However, at the beginning of Chinese modern higher education when the nationalism
of modern China rises up, how to use the western missionaries in Chinese modern higher education is of a
contradiction, namely, 1s 1t Westernization or Sinicization? Can it equate modernization and Westernization?
Therefore, when higher education by missionaries in the national universities of China reaches its climax,
it begins to decline little by little. As the Chinese people gradually have mastered the Western academic
learning, Western missionaries in the national universities of China are no longer able to maintain the
status of the previous. The church is not willing to withdraw from the Chinese higher education, so the
church started its own university. At the beginning of the twentieth century, the Western churches founded
19 church universities in China. We learn from the West, and at the same time we want to get rid of the
control of the West. “Westernization” is not “modernization” in the whole historical sense. In the special
environment of modern China, church schools are faced with two kinds of situations. On the one hand,
Chinese modern educational system, such as disciplines from western institutions and western learning,
namely, the educational system in China, especially the modern higher educational system to a large extent,
1s a process of Westernization. On the other hand, modern China 1s in the era when China’s nationalism 1s
fiercely against western cultures. In this way, learning from the West has become resistant against the West.
Western educational system remains and continues in China, but the Westerners get out of China and go
back to their own countries. It is the time when churches in Chinese higher education institutions are going
from construction to completion, that the forces of the Western powers in China change from up to down.

Whether it 1s Sinicization or Westernization comes to its end.

Keywords: Sinicization; Westernization; modernization; higher education; church university
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