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Is There Renaissance in Chinese History?

—— A Comparative Perspective of Chinese vs. European Civilizations
Zhao Yifeng

Abstract: Renaissance is a turning point in the progressive transformation of Europe from its middle ages to a
modern society. The question of whether a similar phenomenon or process ever happened in other places other
than Europe has become a crucial question in the comparative studies of the post-fourteenth-century Chinese
and European civilizations. In the early years of the twentieth century, Chinese scholars especially Liang Qichao,
Hu Shi, and Fu Sinian, held that there was indeed a Renaissance in Chinese history and the textology of the Qing
dynasty represented its highest achievement, while the New Cultural Movement in early Republic of China was
its later development. Although these scholars’ intention to promote modern culture in China can be viewed as
positive in terms of social improvement, the judgments they made concerning the development of scholarship
from the Song Dynasty to the Qing Dynasty are questionable. Taking the Qing textology as an evidence of
Chinese Renaissance and holding the post-Song scholarship development as a trend towards a renaissance
are both groundless. By misunderstanding the nature of academic history from the Song to the Qing, their
arguments are also misleading to the comparative studies of Chinese and European civilizations. The original
meaning of Renaissance is re-birth, meaning that something re-flourished after interruption. The classical
humanistic cultures of ancient Mediterranean region were interrupted. That is the precondition for a cultural re-
birth in Europe to take place. In contrast, continuity is a significant characteristic of Chinese civilization which
had never experienced a total destroy or change of ethnic majority in history, not to mention a lasting religious or
“barbarian” cultural domination. Accordingly, ancient culture had been an obvious existence through imperial
China although its significance experienced fluctuation. Profound changes did not happen until the late Qing
to the Republic of China, mainly stimulated by the outside challenges, including Western ideology, science, as
well as invasion. The absence of a European-styled renaissance in Chinese history is logically based upon the
unique feature of Chinese civilization. It is not necessary for modern researchers to find one from without by

overstressing the similarity of the late imperial Chinese scholarship to European Renaissance.
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EEHEE  HEBRMIUNEERE S M REEBECNRRICEE TR EFREEL - #HRPE
BigAME  XBRENERBNARATE - FEARENANEE - RELIEHE RECERE RN
JES » Hr gy R (1873—1929) -~ ## (1891—1962) - {4 (1896—1950) FA »
RTPRETEHREBYERE  HEHREFERFERE - #YENK  BE - EURE KR
FERFCEBRRHRECEERE  MRELHSENTRESNS - REVEFR ULES #4
HIEER - EREN PN XBEERCAENAEECA  MERBRNEE « BIEEATRZBA#E
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¥ 8 “BWE MR (10) XBSHEEZE T "SEHEE -0
BE AR BRREOHMEREZARTRXERENS —HEA  EEFABRL > FEE
NEE BT ERASEPEE
BEAz#E, FRATEFTEZW, XFHABMATE. GHEFPHIEAEHMER, £F
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B e E | BTF#E. F X Bscholasticism, AZRE) B h, EHuAMHEON L.
ZMTHETEEEZEHNRR, FTEAFETHE, XEYEAEMEARANER, A8
BRNHFELRTRRMANZEHRT. RMSEN2NER, #EREARE: —FTEREEX
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1919%11H » &R (FREZBRNRENE)  BRERESEZRETRZW LM —K
B HEEIENRIREMN - ZCERBA (FESCFE) B §REdvss  EE0MNE (BER
BENRBRE) - LXEH  RENBYER . “EEVHESESE —BRANER 5 EA
H (1139—1193) ~ EMBHF (1472—1529) FL2 » REHT "B BEEwE"  BEANE
2.0 HE R mEM - OfMEERNERERNR2EN  FEEBRAEUETESE
FHEE S REEE FT AR MR ATE R R RS c MEMMEH S ER » "EEER 0 KE
Mg (1) RIEMMEZ > (2) DKRE - BERIARE THREFEH - BELRKE  TREA
fE7 -CHBI3SEIHIBEE BB E R EHRE (PEXEEHE)  HHEABZERARE
FEIRENY o MR RIER R - ©
ZREE - HEPE HESH
RUBFH —ROZH, KEXRAZHHRKE, REE FRenaissance "KW EMH, E
HEFHOLHTSR. BREEH LS, HEEFHHETRA. IUARTFER et “FEN
XBEBRFER" . BEREFELFAFHET, RAERFOA “HREH WFET. @
RAKZEEZHSG, ARG EHEERN,; RANZHIHEEY, FROZHERH
W, RANZEEEN, AROZHERY,;, RAHZHEZEAN, FROZHRERY;
RAW LB, ARNEHMRESEN. REF L LTiw, RUERBRRTR, UMK
ke ER, ERRZAHHEAE. @
il BEMTERSBEANEMEER2NE.  ERETREL  EALREERZE R
FERE “SFEERAL  MERE ‘BELEYLE
BRA— M FE, 3 2% FRenaissance R LH, kKW REH,; FEN “XE
HR” RN EH, RORA - k4. FEFFNEF. AT TFRERELE, HAEMBEN
Lok BEZFTEHART, FUMERFA B, TLAEX#HEZEY. RENHAE S
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. ERPEBRITH, WAAEBRENSZERILE, TUAEHSEFNRR, THF®
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1704 ) ~ 2 (1659—1733) » EZIRPREBHEELHEA - REMAZE  BREUE ¥
HraLlmdE - "BAL T RBARGEEEE  BAR MESES#E EG5E  UEN
BME ?" = BENERZS RS "WEEERRAEATEIEW - BEHHEERS
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A" PRHEINEEERM 2% o BEEEBUR M - A& L R £ R R
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BB EE AR BRENHEEZEBABNHECRPRNLEHREERER » HREM
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