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The Sublimation of the Source and the Other Exchanges

— The Development of Chinese Cultural Tradition in the European Chinese Literature
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Abstract: European Chinese Literature grows in the westermn continent, which has the world's diverse languages
and rich cultural tradition. It constructively participates in the formation of the Chinese "May Fourth” New
Culture tradition, and creatively promotes the multi source and multi stream of Chinese culture. In particular,
European Chinese Literature gives the Chinese cultural tradition a modemity transformation which is covered
by history. A deeper exchange of the source and the other enhances the core value of Chinese culture to the
universal value of human being, and starts world-wide spreading, so as to make contributions to the worldwide
development. Compared with Southeast Asian Literature in Chinese language, European Chinese Literature
has three significant differences: Firstly, Southeast Asian Literature gets involved in new culture of obsession
with China in social consciousness, whose literary trend of thought and literature movement depend on the
mode of obsession with China in modern Chinese literature for a very long time. Although European Chinese
writers have obsession with China, they pay more attention to literature itself which include freedom of thinking
and independent personality. Because of this, they concentrate on art and leaming, and long-lasting cultural
construction. These efforts make cultural exchanges between Chinese cultural tradition and western culture.
Secondly, compared with Southeast Asian Literature in Chinese language, European Chinese Literature does not
bearthe burden of traditional Chinese cultural heritage used to gatherthe strength of ethnic groups, orthe burden
of national oppression. They can avoid some political and economic factors in Chinese society which restrict the
revival of national culture. Because of these efforts, European Chinese Literature 1s successfully applied to the
advance of Chinese cultural tradition. Finally, compared with Southeast Asian Literature as the spokes person
of Chinese ethnic groups, Buropean Chinese Literature presents the state of gathering together in casual at the
beginning. On the one hand, European Chinese Literature writers live in dozens of countries in Europe, which
creates conditions for independent thinking, thus providing European Chinese Literature with various artistic
pursuits. On the other hand, the writers are in the state of "loneness”, but they make efforts to inherit the Chinese
cultural tradition. Because of these efforts, they enhance writing capacity in Burope and improve the quality of

overseas Chinese literature.
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