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Abstract: Philosophy, as a kind of knowledge of rational thinking about world and human being, has three
types in Chinese, Indian and the Mediterranean regions since the so-called Axis Age from 700 B.C. to
200 B.C.. Since the modernization began in the 17 century, in the process of western culture influencing
all over the world, philosophy has become the common name for Chinese, Indian and other non-western
cultures and thoughts. The name is the same but their contents are different. Western philosophy has
three characteristics: (1) Cosmic order, namely, to build order in the chaos, and the cosmic order is
substantial. (2) Matter structure, namely, the cosmic order is formed by things and things consist of
atoms. (3) Substantial world, namely, all the things formed by atoms in the cosmos are substantial. And
the western world 1s a rationally substantial one. For western people, the important thing is to recognize
and conquer the objective world. The Indian thought possesses three characteristics: (1) Maya cosmos,
namely, cosmos is produced and disappeared by god’s maya, so India's cosmos is not single but plural.
Every creature in the cosmos 1s not only one life time but in the forever samsara. (2) Brahman as Atman,
namely, the absoluteness in the cosmos is called Brahman, which i1s meanwhile Atman that has a kind of
subjectivity. (3) Inherent moksha, namely, a human being lives in the world in the way of samsara, and his
ideal 1s being free from samsara. Hence the Indian ideal goal is not to conquer the objective world but the
subjective world, and his care 1s not how the objective world is but how the subjective state is. The Chinese
thought holds three characteristics: (1) Heaven and earth are united in one, namely, heaven and earth are
not only of phenomenon but essence, and both are as one thing. (2) Substance and void are interactive,
namely, in the world everything and the space around them form an inseparable unit, because gi connects
being and nothing, substance and void. (3) Sagely within and kingly without, namely, to use the principle
of substance-void-interaction to deal with and manage the world. Because of their differences of thoughts
among the West, India and China, when philosophy is used to cover the three thoughts, the contents of
India and China' thoughts are, more or less, here and there, limited, and consequently their essential
characteristics cannot be shown up.
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