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——— Controversy over Current Issues

Discussions on Confucian, Learning and Political
Orthodoxy in the Past and Present: Counter-

criticism on Liu Zehua’s Critical Articles

Zhang Xinmin

Abstract: In recent years, how to treat the traditional Confucian orthodoxy has brought a heated debate in
the academic circle. Professor Liu Zehua published an article in the Fourth Issue of South China Quarterly in
2016, which gives the idea that Confucian orthodoxy is attached to political orthodoxy; “emperor orthodoxy”
is the origin of Confucian orthodoxy; Confucian orthodoxy has exclusiveness and arbitrariness; the primitive
Confucianism can only work as “the study on the subjects under the autocratic monarchy system” and many
other points of view. His ideas and views cannot stand in theory. Confucian orthodoxy cannot be separated
from the collective inquiries and recognition from various factions of the Pre-Qin peniod. Confucianism attaches
adequate importance to the development and implementation in human society, which has more transcendent
and open minds. It is more combined with the specific historical and cultural activities. Of course it can activate an
exemplary personality. Confucius opens up a new direction of Chinese culture by the combination of body and
Tao. Taking Tao as the measure standard, Confucian orthodoxy, on the one hand, has a series of requirements:
the emperor who was after three generations couldn’t go into them. On the other hand, it behaves to be quite
open, and people whose manners and virtues stand the test of history can be inserted in it. The precondition 1s
not status, but virtue. After Confucius, Confucian orthodoxy began to have its own status away from political
system gradually, and little by little was combined with learning orthodoxy. Since that time, Confucian orthodoxy
has been enriched by learning orthodoxy. And learning orthodoxy regulates the direction of development of
Confucian orthodoxy. Confucian orthodoxy and political orthodoxy not only have the compatible side, but the
tension side also. In order to implement king's politics, they would be compatible; and to implement hegemony
politics, their relationship must be tense. Since Confucianism does not allow the vacuum value in politics, there
will be a substantial negotiation between Confucian orthodoxy and political orthodoxy. Even Confucianism itself
will not inevitably suffer from the crisis of power alienation, and the historical and cultural phenomena are also
very strange and complex. But those that should be criticized are persons rather than Tao, and the characteristic
of “surpass” always fails to change. People who adhere to Confucian orthodoxy to remedy political orthodoxy are
not rare. It 1s obviously contrary to the objective historical facts to negate the Confucian tradition. The traditional
Confucianism is firmly set in the Chinese spiritual world, and its world cannot be handled by single political
achievements. One of the reasons why Chinese splendid civilization is continuous is that Confucian orthodoxy

plays an important role in the development.
Keywords: Confucian orthodoxy; learning orthodoxy; political orthodoxy; Confucianism; order
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