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Transformation and Development: New Structure of
the Maritime Silk in the Song Dynasty

Huang Chunyan

Abstract: The Maritime Silk Road in the Song Dynasty underwent great transformation and established its
core position 1n foreign trade. With the economic center moving from north to south, shipbuilding and marine
technology advanced, and the mantime trade policy was relatively opened. Therefore, the Chinese foreign trade
center was transferred from the Land Silk Road to the Marntime Silk Road. From this time on, China’s maritime
trade emerged at a time of unprecedented prosperity, and the whole of Asian maritime trade also entered a new
stage. The collisions of the transformation of marine economy in China during the Song Dynasty, and the early
Islamization of the coastal regions of the Indian Ocean as well as the Southeast Asian archipelago prompted by
Muslim merchants, gave rise to new operational modes of the Maritime Silk Road. The offshore trade market in
the Song Dynasty had become a mature regional market, an important platform for the supply and distribution of
import and export commodities, and the predominant hub of domestic and overseas markets. Handicraft industry
and business became dominant in the economic structure; the concept of valuing industry instead of agriculture
became prevalent, and some means and styles of livelihood changed. All of these are characteristic of the coastal
areas of Fast Zhejiang and Fujian. The trade in the areas on the Indian Ocean and the islands of Southeast Asia
developed at an unprecedented rate, which provided a huge and stable impetus of trade development. With the
promotion of the overall prospenty of the Asian maritime trade, the trade system of the South China Sea eventually
emerged, integrating countries on the Indian Ocean, Southeast and East Asian Sea into a closely linked international
market system. With the promotion and development of the maritime trade, the marine knowledge and concept
in the Song Dynasty also ushered in a new era, and gave rise to a number of new cultural factors. The sea imagery
constructed by people in the Song Dynasty was dynamic, dangerous, curious, and full of wealth and business
opportunities. The marine outlook of people in the Song Dynasty was to use the sea and obtain benefits. Out of
the need to bless maritime navigation, the sea god faith had a great development, and some new changes appeared.
Foreign religious beliefs also came to China through sea trade and became part of the Chinese social culture. New
changes and the mechanism of the Maritime Silk Road continued to grow after the Song Dynasty, which became a
lasting and stable force of Asian maritime trade. Even if the governments of the Ming and Qing dynasties carried
out the ban policy of maritime trade, the advance of Asian maritime trade could not be stopped.
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