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Abstract: Although trading activities between Zhang (Prefecture) and Quan (Prefecture) and Luzon Island
enjoved a long history, it was not until 1565 (the 44" year of Emperor Jiajing) that the Spanish invaded
Philippine did such trades evolve into a large scale, which led to the formation of Chinese community in Luzon
{or specifically in Manila). The more direct reason behind the change was that two important events happened
in tandem during this period. First, the establishment of Galleon Trade connected Luzon and Mexico. This
250-year monopolistic trade started from Manila in June every year heading north by monsoon, arrived in
Acapulco port and came back to Manila in the next year. It shipped =silk, porcelain, lacquerware, cotton, ivory,
carpet and tea of countries from China, India, Persia and Japan to Mexico, and sold them there or in other
Spanish colonies in America, then further resold them to Spain. In the return voyage, Spanish dollar, copper,
cocoa were often conveyed. Thus, the trade between China and Luzon was in fact a trade between China and
Mexico or Spain. Second, in 1567 (the 1st year of Emperor Longging), the policy of the ban on maritime trade
was cancelled, which made the long existing illegal maritime trade in Zhang and Cuan areas of southem Fujian
become unimpeded. Large numbers of Minnan (southermn Fujian) people voyaged between Manila and Yuegang
of Zhang Prefecture to do well-profited and legal trades. Some even lived in Manila for a long time and formed a
Chinese society of a considerable scale. As to the origin place of the Chinese in Luzon, it remained unrecorded
in historical materials. Based on the analysis of related reports by Fujian Grand Coordinator Xu Puyuan and the
book Studies on East and West Oceans completed in 1617-1618, the Chinese here were mainly people of Zhang
Prefecture, and others came from four counties of Haicheng, Longxi, Zhangpu and Zhacan. The reason for this
was that compared with counties of Quan Prefecture, literati in Zhang Prefecture were more open-minded and
more consclous of marine economy. This is also one of the bases for Zhang people to trade between China and
the most significantly positioned Luzon, or between east and west oceans.
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