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Abstract: Japanese literature was greatly influenced by Chinese literature beginning with its inceptions, continuing
through modern times, It is believed that the Manyosha (Collection of Ten Thousand Leaves), the oldest anthology
of Japanese poetry, was compiled in the middle of the eighth century. By this time in China, the Book of Songs (Shih
Ching) was older than a millennium, and the famous era of the High Tang literature represented by Li Bai and DuFu
had also passed. When Japanese literature came into existence, China already had a fully mature literary tradition,
so 1t was natural for Japanese literature to learn from its neighbor during its formative development. Therefore, the
history of Japanese literature has often been misunderstood as a history of imitation of Chinese literature. Yet, in
spite of the similarities of rhetoric and expression which can be seen as imitative, in those same works of literature,
one can also easily discern some unique features deriving from the indigenous Japanese culture. For instance, the
mirror was imported from China to Japan in the fifth century C.E., and Japan even borrowed the custom of using
mirrors as parting gifts. Whereas in China the mirror was seen primarily as a token of a personal relationship, in
the Japanese context it became an object of worship believed to contain a holy power, as well as human or divine
souls. Moreover, in ancient Japanese culture, the mirror was also used as a symbol of feminine beauty. Both these
new symbolic meanings cannot be found in contemporary Chinese literature. Furthermore, for Japanese people
and in the Japanese language, there is a strong sense of incongruity in using quantities of money to describe the
quality of beauty. Such a Japanese sensitivity could be considered as the background for the transformation of
Chinese expressions like “costs thousands of gold pieces” and “worth ten thousand 1 gold” to “cannot be changed
for thousands of gold pieces” and “more valuable than ten thousand in gold”. These tendencies and characteristics
indicate plainly that in the Japanese imitation of Chinese literature, new literary compositions also maintained and
actively presented their own values and aesthetic consciousness. By comparing expressions like “mirror”, “time”,
and several other key terms in their Chinese and Japanese contexts, we can see how the terms take on different
associations, and better appreciate fundamental cultural differences between the two countries.
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