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Abstract: The view that Chinese literary history follows a lyrical tradition has been popular for a long time
and has also gained considerable influence in the mainstream research on Chinese literary history and relevant
theoretical discussions. This, however, is obviously inadequate, for it not only fails to reflect the true picture of
the Chinese literary history, but contradicts with the status quo of current literary situation as well. The various
approaches and techniques in literary expressions can be broadly classified as being lyrical or narrative. While
it is true that Chinese literary history follows a lyrical tradition, the parallel development of narration should
not be neglected, as the two traditions arise from the same source and are therefore both sides of the same coin.
They compete for prevalence and are intricately interwoven with each other in the long historical development
of literature, each leaving behind a spectacular legacy of untold richness. Literary tradition is carried forward
through different forms such as poetry, prose, biographies, novels, dramas and various kinds of applied writings
(in the form of reports and proposals to emperors, imperial appointments and nominations, tablet inscriptions
and exhortations, prefaces and postscripts, etc. in ancient China), none of which could have been possible
without narrative and lyrical elements (including discussion and argumentation). The lyrical tradition is
robustly supported by millennium-old concepts in Chinese literature, such as “poetry used to express ideals”
and “poetry used to express emotions”. However, extensive discussions about narration can also be traced far
back to ancient times, including the exploration of narrative elements in poetry. Today, the development of the
two traditions seems to have taken a drastic turn, with narrative writings gaining increasing currency and lyrical
writings on a steady decline. This can be explained by the commercialization of literature and more distinctive
division of lyrical and narrative writings. Nevertheless, the lyrical tradition will by no means be engulfed in
the torrents of narration. On the contrary, it will continue to retain its position and play its role. After all, the
two traditions still depend on each other for mutual development. To look ahead, the trend of their parallel

evolvement can be well envisaged.
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