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On Pak Kyu-su's Twice Diplomatic Travels to Beijing
and the Evolution of His Ideas

Sun Weiguo

Abstract: Pak Gyu-su, grandson of Pak Chi-won who was one of the most important representatives of the “Leaming
to the North” School, had been regarded as one of the most important beginners of the enlightenment thoughts in
Choson Forea in the 1860s. He changed his former thoughts, and opened his mind by his twice diplomatic travels to
Beijing in 1861 and 1872, and then influenced strongly the modem thoughts of Choson. He made a group of friends
with the Qing officials, such as Dong Wenhuan and Shen Bingcheng, and attended the worship rites to GuYanwu in
the Temple of GuYanwu organized by the Qing scholars two times since GuYanwu's thoughts were the most important
sources and principles of his new enlightenment ideas. Pak Gyu-su was regarded as one of the private followers of
GuYanwu, He was unhappy to find the broken paint titled Nine Lotus Buddha Statue for Emperor Ming Shenzong's
mother Diowager Li when he visited Cishou Teraple. He raised 50 taels of silver to ask his Qing friends Dong Wenhuan
to reframe the paint, for Pak Gyu-su had the gratitude feelings to Ming dynasty just like other Choson scholars no
matter what kinds of thoughts they advocated, that is why he donated money and asked his Qing friends to reframe
the paint which was the portrait of Emperor Ming Shengzong’s mother. Pak Gyu-su and his Qing fiends used the
word “confidant” in their correspondences as the appellation for each other which showed their closed relationships.
There are two main reasons for Pak Gyu-su's paying so much attention to making friends with the Qing officials and
scholars. First, he would like to follow his grandfather’s trace to make friends with the Qing officials; second, it was one
of his diplomatic tasks to make friends with the Qing officials to get more and more information. Therefore, there were
many official minds armong their communications with the Qing scholars after the 1860s. Pak Gyu-suas, chief official
of Pyongan, handled personally several events of “foreign interference” in 1866 which inspired him strongly to learn
from the Westem countries. 3o he tried his best to observe the Westernization Movement in the late Qing dynasty and
understand the Western countries, which became a direct basis for his promotion of "civilized and opening” thoughts.
He actively trained his disciples after retuming to Choson and emphasized learning from the West and Japan, thus
becoming an important advocate and trainer for “civilized” thoughts in modern Korea. Therefore, it was his twice
diplomatic travels to Beijing that made Park Gyu-su's change his ideas, which led to the modern Korean ideology's
shift from the “learning to the North China” to "leaming to the civilized Western countries”.

Keywords: Pak Gyu-su; DongWenhuan; the Temple of GuYanwu; Nine Lotus Buddha Statue; the enlightenment
thoughts; the communications among the Sino-Forean scholars.
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