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Nine Skills of Junzi and Transition of Articles in

the Pre-Qin Period: on Two-Fold Meanings of
Immortality and Being Scholar Official by Writing

Hu Dalet

Abstract: There were nine skills that Junzi might have in the pre-Qin period. Many scholars like Guo Shao-
yu interpreted this viewpoint from stylistics. But reading carefully, there are two meanings implied. Firstly,
the king appointed his officials according to their articles, The creation of articles was the responsibility of
Wang Guan, so it was attributed to Junzi. It could be concluded that the articles had to evolve. It was not
that Wang Guan only had to follow convention. The articles before the Spring and Autumn period were
produced by officials who were hereditary and rigorous in recording, such as historians and sorcerers, etc.
They wrote articles so rigorously that they gradually changed the sacrificial activities into ceremonies, and then
changed the ceremonies into systems. They thought that unique words were recorded according to systems
or the official historians. The articles before the Spring and Autumn period were of stylization, thus lacking
autonomy, for example, when Confucius was dead, Lu Aigong used the memonal speech incorrectly, and as
a result, Zi Gan, one of the disciples of Confucius, cnticized him severely. Even if official historians often
used history and morality to express independent views, they couldn’t make kings be responsible. Therefore,
the articles written by officials were not fit for the changes of the times. Under this condition the society
began to change the old rules. First, it was necessary to explain ideas by words or break through old forms
and methods in a proper way. Second, in the way of writing, the Nine Skills of Junzi were proposed, namely,
it was not the officials but Junzi who used the nine styles of articles that appeared to be the basis of articles’
productions, because they could express their views to some political events. The Nine Skills of Junzi showed
the huge transformation of the pre-Qin articles. Junzi, autonomous and innovative in writing, took the place
of the writing function of officials. In this way, scholars could become scholar officials by the Nine Skills, so
a scholar could expound his ideas or become officials by writing and therefore, the common people could
become a scholar by learning. There was once a special example that a prisoner became a scholar by learning.
Writing not only can be immortal, but also can allow a common person to become a scholar. In real society,

the transformation of the articles promoted writing consciously 1n a further way.
Keywords: Nine Skills; scholar; transformation; achieve glory by writing; writing art
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