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The Cross-cultural Solution to Zong Baihua'’s Problem

Li Yong

Abstract: Seventy years ago, Zong Baihua proposed the questions of where beautiful Chinese cultural spirit
is going and where Western cultural spirit is going. In essence, the two questions are not only intercultural
questions, but also questions of modernistic consequences and of the physiclogical and psychological settle-
down of modem humanity in philosophy. Beautiful Chinese cultural spirit failed to keep self-preservation
because of its own lack of scientific and technological elements available to fighting against foreign aggression.
At the same time, the lack of scientific rationality has demonstrated the absence of Chinese culture in
modemity. By contrast, with the ownership of scientific rationality of high level, Western culture is still short
of the respect for other cultures and the value of common prosperity, leading to the cultural destruction of
both sides. The dilemma of Sino-Western cultures serves as the consequences of the unilateral development of
Western modernity. Therefore, contemporary humanity must go in quest for the axiological basis of common
development. The establishment of the settle-down foundation of modem humanity in physiclogy and
psychology is the fundamental way both to defuse the crisis of modernity and to resolve the contradiction
between Sino-Western cultures. To answer the question of where beautiful Chinese cultural spirit is going, it
doesn't make a real solution to emphasizing the superiority of Chinese culture from the standpoint of cultural
conservatism or to demand the unconditional persistence of Chinese tradition. Because of Chinese culture's
own limitations, it 1s difficult to keep the conservative invariation for a long time, not to mention solving the
relevant crisis. On the contrary, the crisis of Chinese culture faced by Zong Bathua is precisely caused by the
conservatism of Chinese culture. Meanwhile, to answer the question of where Western cultural spirit is going,
it cannot truly salvage Westermn culture by simply advocating the output theory of Chinese culture. This kind
of theory has neglected the limitation of Chinese culture itself, and not really realized the limitation of Western
culture. Chinese theory of human nature cannot truly overcome the dilemma of scientific rationality in the West.
It is the tendency of cultural development to integrate Sino-western cultures and to construct post-universal
culture. The integration of different national cultures around the world can make an authentic solution to Zong
Baihua's questions by forming a post-universal culture with the core value of peace, the core function of sharing
and the implementation of co-construction. The value of peace could promaote respect for cultural differences,
without going so far as to have cultures with advanced science and technology eliminate other cultures or commit
mutual slaughter. The value of shaning could enable people of different cultures to share the achievements of
other cultures and to enjoy the common cultural achievements of humanity. The value of co-construction could
unite various cultures together to engage equally in the construction of post-universal culture so as to contribute
respective wisdom. It is both the enlightenment of Zong Baihua's questions and the pursuit and mission of
cross-cultural studies to accomplish the deep integration of human cultures under the reign of natural laws and
to approach the common comprehension of the rhythm and melody of the universe in specific living cultures.
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