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Identity among Different Cultures and Values: On the
Contemporary Chinese Aesthetic Realm and Its Philosophical Basis

Wang Yichuan

Abstract: Every era has its own aesthetic realm, which is used to express the spiritual pursuit of the meaning of
life expenence with the original system of symbol created by the people in that time. In contemporary China,
people uphold the idea of “ecology” and the unique recognition of the relationship between man and nature
with the new consciousness of “biosphere”, and make the choice of words and deeds under great pressure of
environmental protection. Compared with “the Unity of Heaven and Man” (tian-ren-he-y1) advocated by Qian Mu
and J1 Xianlin, the ancient Chinese philosophical concept of “Three Powers of Heaven, Earth and Man” should
be fitter for the contemporary Chinese circumstances. The concept of “Three Powers” is helpful to constructing
the world “biosphere” from Chinese perspective, which is both unique and universal. However, it is not “Three
Powers as one”, but “separation and mergence of Three Powers” is an appropriate way to express the Chinese
concept of Three Powers clearly. This concept refers to the relationship of separation as well as mergence among
the three elements, in which Heaven, Earth, and Man fit into each other limitedly in diversity. The feature is that
the three elements have their own heterogeneities, but they are different from each other and also can unite into the
relationship of “harmony in diversity”. As a part of today’s “biosphere”, human beings need to learn how to coexist
in harmony with the universe, directed by the new concept of “separation and mergence of Three Powers”, which is
sure to achieve “Diversity and Identity among Different Cultures and Values”. Fei Xiaotong deems that if we respect
and treasure other’s culture and values, the world will be a harmonious one. Other than Fei's viewpoint, what this
paper emphasizes is that different cultures and values can live in harmony, and form a harmonious relationship
in diversity so that we can reach the following new understandings: man is a medium; art is a kind of spiritual
appreciation; people can respectively appreciate different cultures; people can also appreciate the common culture
of harmony; mutual fusion of the public mind; diversity and identity among different cultures and values; man
should be obedient to Heaven and Earth; the three powers separate and merge with each other. It is true that the
public can appreciate respectively different cultures and values, but it is not as good as appreciating the golden
mean of cultures and values in harmony. Precisely because of the differences of each other, the unity of different
cultures and values can achieve harmony, and Heaven, Earth, and Man can fit into each other limitedly in diversity.

Keywords: separation and mergence of “Three Powers of Heaven, Earth, and Man”; diversity and identity
among different cultures and values; “The Unity of Heaven and Man”; harmony in diversity; golden mean of
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