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The Source, Advantage and Disadvantage of
Modern Chinese Intuition Theory
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Abstract: In Western philosophy history, either ancient Greek philosophers or modern Western philosophers,
with a natural science background, all used the logical analysis method to engage in philosophy studies. The
logical analysis method, which was used widely, has already made great progress. However, some philosophers
found that the logical analysis method had some disadvantages, so they criticized the logical analysis method
and turned to intuitive method to remedy 1ts disadvantages. Traditional Chinese philosophy lacks a clear and
definite language system to express, analyze and argue the objects of academic research, so Chinese philosophers
neither formed systematical logical analysis method, nor had a strong awareness of intuitive approach. However,
Chinese philosophers have used intuitive approaches in some ways. As a result, affected by this special cultural
tradition, many modern Chinese philosophers emphasized intuitive thought and approach, but felt out of place
when facing Western natural scientific methods and the logical analysis method. In general, modern Chinese
philosophers’ thoughts of intuition can be summarized as seven points: 1) Intuition is taken as a method of dealing
with and studying human being’s internal spiritual lives, or life’s inclinations, attitudes and approaches; 2) Life
cannot be understood from the outside, or through non-life method, but only through entry into life itself; 3)
An individual life, taken as a whole, is usually different from life-concept, and cannot be investigated through
scientific method or logical analysis. It can only be caught or comprehended as a whole, instead of being analyzed
part by part; 4) The method of comprehending life 1s not static or solidified, but dynamic and flowing; 5) Life is
not comprehended by language or concept form without content, but through immediate experience of 1t; 6) The
process of comprehending life 1s hard, and to achieve the end needs much expenence only through hard practices;
7) Intuition 1s not just a method, but also a realm of mind. Modern Chinese philosophers, especially modern Neo-
Confucians, have a great defect in their intuitive thought methods, that s, their intuition methods are not combined
with deduction, induction and logical analysis methods. And their philosophical views still place particular stress
on traditional concepts of disposition (xin) and temperament (xing), and at the same time studying external reality
1s not their research interest and concern. As a result, in their methodology, methods like analysis, deduction and
induction are always neglected or degraded, and intuition and intuitive approaches have been exaggerated to an
mappropate effect. As a result, in this way it 1s hard to cultivate moral virtue, namely, reaching the realm of mnner

nobility, meanwhile hardly developing the external king cause or building political order in China.
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