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Controversy over Current Issues

Reevaluation on the Characteristics and Complexity
of the May 4** Culture and Literature Movement

Gao Xudong

Abstract: A century has passed since the May 4% New Culture Movement and Literary Revolution. This culture
movement which guided China to modern ideas remains unclear, when interpreted, in its nature and characteristics,
as influenced by various factors. Many of the accepted propositions are simply theoretically untenable upon closer
inspection. The new culture movement, in its essence, is a distinct milestone. Before the movement was the rising
tide of westernization, advocating learning from the west and reaching its peak in the new culture movement.
After the movement was a time when the new culture imported from the West exerted a true influence on China's
soclety, and when the introduced culture compromised with Chinese culture. This new culture movement is a
radical anti-tradition movement and westernization movement. Ideas like science and technology, democracy
and freedom, which were initially adopted by the Westernization Movement, the Hundred Days’ Reform and
the Revolution of 1911, were also called for in the new culture movement. What differentiates the new culture
movement from these previous movements is that it is also a value revolution of ethics (good and evil) and literary
revolution of aesthetics (beauty and ugliness). It demolished a sociable and ethic-centered value and upheld a free
and individual-centered one, as an attempt to clear the way for the development of democracy and science through
these revolutions, and to bring China onto the way to a powerful nation. Taking the May 4® Culture Revolution and
the May 4% Political Revolution as opponent “dual variations” does not agree with the fact, as the two revolutions are
in principal an integrated whole. The deterioration of the new culture movement and the demise of enlightenment
afterwards do not mean the prevailing of “National Salvation” over the “Enlightenment”, but represent a reversal
of enlightened subject and object, as the new ideology brought about critical views on individuality upheld by the
May 4* Movement. The strong individuality in the work of May 4% literature represents a dominant literary choice
of romanticism, with realism and modernism also incorporated. The past view that the leading trend of the May
4™ |iterature is realism cannot stand up to scrutiny. The real motivation for the westernization and anti-tradition of
the New Culture Movement should find its root in the Chinese tradition, which renders the May 4% culture and

literature so rarely complex that any uni-dimensional view tends to be weak.
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1832 ) ~ E4¥%E (W. Whitman, 1819—1892) - HEFRMNFMENZEE (H Heine, 1797
1856 ) ~ #XH (R. Tagore, 1861—1941) ----- Rk “HIY (RS SCR H AR BRRE—E
FERHBHIAE  WIEGREAMBERNEZHRARIREREEREEINFEHE - TrE7% 0 BHA
e (1527—1602) BEAZIREMEN - HE (AME2) SIEGHEENHES  SEEHRARA
WEMMBEAERY AN EATEE  EEM LEWLIEWHEH  BAYNEEURET
(KIRT369—F1286 ) ~ HIE (AJRI280—RI1233 ) FIEEFH Wb AU E NEE -

O BFE: GREBASCEMFEY (bR LEARHRE, 1993) , $56H.

107



ZO—R~E W

MR BANEREFRUERY “AUXE BERETE? ZXBEARTEN - BF
BEANKELBNRTESE ‘AN BUELAHEEEREARNEERRES  BHE%KLARIE
DFAMBNRESCENEBEREFEGRE  (PATWME A" AVMLES - “HIE™ 8
R TER « AP R R S M A SN BUE R & B B v R T R
SF o EAR ERD S A B A SCb AL 5 BUR B0 IR RS o [ S % 6 B A 55 R R T ST R
FRBEZARRISON o B B SO b AR ORI - W 8EARFE T EEF S (C. R Darwin,
1809—1882) ~ EIfE (K. H. Marx, 1818—1883 ) BB R EEH L EANE LHEEB IR
oL B R B AR RS REIR IR 0 AT B B R A 2 AR A R R N B T B A AR TR - AL
RETHEXEEATHERUGMSENERAEEEN  UERFEEENETCRESE e E
- W EHFREE L HREIREECEEANEELAS & WFFEBRER X
B "B AR MEARZEESN T RN MENREAF T ANEERAR - HK
Dy A\ #EEBE B WEBAKBIEREUE RS BEEREBRKRREMD ; FHa A E
BHFEREHEEBENRL  ARE "BIRARBRERTENE - Bl FGESBIIN
R 4 A RE R o B SO 4 R S AR TR -

R BR - HE 8ZFE BEAZE ‘EW AVEERZBREZFEEMNA @ AL
REREEAEFERY BT R B CpiEE £ 2K mEHEN - AmfbfiERNERER
BRIEAENNEFRAXL - EEHEATSUENRE » # “AlN° AR EREBEHWNE
MR R > MERENERERAEEBEGRC BB~ JER - B (1. Dewey, 1859—1952) #
ABEAER R - ERER > BRAEHFXENFAEHBENEEER EEHERBEHNERE
BEEEEE (1921—2013)  HEHAPECBEEELI L VE T CRNEWN ; METEA
SRR EE AL ERAPEEEFRANEEFRXEZI THRNFEFEANBLEY
ZEEE EEFETREAREBFNER/ NSNS RAMNER/G  HEMRFEZEREEL N
XMERER -

EERENEMN LS AR HEEASCRNEEN - IREEEESR HYIE
BE AT I S AR—REBE—RRENREEREH —EHEEEERF
BHRAEFHINESL  BAMR AR 2 - EESRSEEN S B RE
PEARBEREMNGE S ERFULES  X(REGHEANESHEAN—ERERL - A
B CHIYSCER” AEMERE R E T SCR N E SRR c ERRE  AANBEREURER
BAKGHEEN : £ FENE > ERRER THRHESLEREED  MEANSCETE @
HHRGEAFRIREEREERNTE - ENMERE (CULRER) FHAH: "BAZERE
EER PR AEEEAR-" BHEME (BRER =+ A\) FUEE “BANER BEHE
FHBEBREM=ZE  BABHEUNER - BEAFTEEHHRAPE BN HPERRRL A ER
ESMEWE (ZHitdhEc2h) phitERERR - A B TREEREEZAE N L2
R EREN SRR R -

fr BRI - BTOCEEE R — AR RS - B E  R—REE—RNAEF2ENE
fERE B SCUEEER TR Elte % RREFSENF UEHTRE§EIERNEE
HBTE » 2 d B S & W B AR RE R - BEAFT SCE B R — 35 U iy I B G { b
B APBE - SEATIEFERSER) KRB FZXERMREZNOREEN REAH  HEF UL
EEBESNHR  HEEHEBHTRRKAEESN  RERCR—HHEERE (BE) NE
EEaERBe (XM) NRER - EEE T aHNMERUMES S A E AR - B
BREEEGEEEGBREBURER 2 BRI HER  EMmESEREE LREZE -
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