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Abstract: [n the 21st century, the eco-aesthetics develops rapidly. But, some problems of it become prominent: what
does the prefix ‘eco’ mean? Can it be replaced by the word ‘enviro’? In order to respond such questions, I restore the
eco-aesthetics as the object of Archaeology of Knowledge, and find an important theoretical clue: (1) as the founder
of ecology, Emst Haeckel was the writer of The Riddle of the Universe and Art Forms of Nature and demonstrates the
beauty of eco-world, which means he was also the pedigree of eco-aesthetics; (2) in the process of setting up the ecology
and eco-aesthetics, he was opposed to the dualism and anthropocentrism, promoted the arsing of the momnist world
views, and put forward the monist art, so, the primitive eco-aesthetics was a part of the theoretical family of monism;
(3) benefited from the monist theoretical paradigm, his eco-aesthetics discourse emphasizes the value of organism as
well as the importance of environment, which has the two dimensions-- the aesthetics of organism and the aesthetics of
environment (the organism aesthetics and environmental aesthetics). The deconstruction of dualism is one of the most
important works of Emnst Haeckel. Philosophically, Haeckel considered himself as a monist. He extrapolated a new
religion or philosophy called Monism from evolutionary science. His monistic and naturalistic worldview offers a cosmic
perspective and evolutionary framework that supplants traditional theistic beliefs in God and the personal immortality
of the human soul. Whereas Dualists see a fundamental differentiation between mind and body, the Monism claims
that the world is entirely one thing, either material, in which case it is called Philosophical Materialism, or that is entirely
mental or spiritual, called Philosophical Idealism. As a materialist monist, he found that ‘the dualism divided the universe
into two completely different entities’, and ‘worshiped the personate transcendent God’ which led to the ‘theism of
anthropocentrism’; for him, 1if we stick to the dualism, we will inevitably ‘disdain the nature, elude the exhaustless lure
of'it, and reject any arts of beauty...; contrarily, on the side of monism, we will know the so-called independent spiritual
entity is nothing but fiction, every individual life is the organism who organizes the environment, and the organism is the
subject of life; so, the science must study the relationship of organism and its environment; this 1s the very task of ecology.
Starting from this monist based on science, Ernst Haeckel created the eco-aesthetics which holds the organism as the
basic units. Because of each organism organizes the environment, the eco-aesthetics has the environmental dimension;
50, the eco-aesthetics is the unification of organism aesthetic and environmental aesthetics. Nevertheless, Ernst Haeckel
himself did not elucidate the relationship of organism aesthetics and environmental aesthetics: in Art Forms of Nature,
which focuses on the beauty of organism, he hardly ever talked about environment; when he highlighted the meaning
of environment in The Riddle of the Universe, his most concerned issues are the legality of monism; therefore, how to
elucidate the relationship of the two dimensions remains an unfinished task to his followers, Due to the complicated
cause, the development of the two dimensions 1s not balanced--the environmental aesthetics 1s prosperous increasingly
while the organism aesthetics 1s forgotten gradually. In the horizon of environmentalism, the world 1s in fact divided into
the artificial area and nature. Consequently, the ghost of dualism haunts in the contexts agam. In order not to repeat
the mistakes of anthropocentrism and dualism, the environmental aesthetics strives to return to the object-centered

aesthetics, but this 1s contrary to its basic paradigm. If this state continues, the eco-aesthetics will break its root.
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