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Dao, Metaphysics and the Vision of Chinese Philosophy

—— Dialogue on the Central Concepts and the Future Trend of Chinese Philosophy
Guo Yi, Lin An-Wu
Abstract: The core of Chinese philosophy is metaphysics: the metaphysics of the Book of Changes (Zhouyi

or I Ching) are not only the source of Confucianism and Daoism, but are also the common source of Chinese
philosophy and Chinese culture. In Chinese philosophy, Dao expresses the root of all things, including the value of
life, as well as illuminating the total meaning of all things, which are communicated as one Unity. Dao, as it is used in

‘Daotong”  (orthodoxy), expresses the concepts of Dao formed from the search for understanding the conformity
between Tian (heavenly Nature) and man. There are two ways to approach this conformity: one is to make clear what
human conducts could be considered right and appropriate, according to the ways of Tian; another is to find the
ways of Tian according to the right human conducts. Thus, two systems of Daotong (orthodoxy) have been formed;
namely the orthodoxy from Tian to man and the orthodoxy from man to Tian. Shamans and historians were the
earliest intellectuals in Chinese history, with the former conveying the will of Tian from above to below, showing the
orthodoxy from Tian to man; the latter studying the reverse, showing the way of Tian through daily life and thus the
orthodoxy from man to Tian. After Confucius, two schools were formed, namely the Confucianism that conveys the
Confucian spirit as represented by Zengzi, Zisi and Mencius, and the Confucianism that passes down the Confucian
classics, represented by Ziyou, Zixia and Xunzi. The former belongs to the orthodoxy from Tian to man, and the
latter belongs to the orthodoxy from man to Tian: both representing development of Confucius’  thought, though
from different aspects. The importance of the junzi (man of virtue) personality and of moral cultivation becomes
obvious when one observes the lack of rituality and the overflowing of libertinism and egocentrism in modern China,
resulting from over-exposure to Western societal norms. Traditional Chinese philosophy is relevant and instructive
for understanding and rejuvenating some deeper aspects of human nature, enabling the spontaneous development
of one’ s inner nature. In the post-modern context, our contention is that we should return to Chinese traditional

culture to be rid of the various deficiencies of Western culture and modernity.
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