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Abstract: After the Cold War, all kinds of non-traditional security threats—both within and beyond national
borders—are emerging one after another. These various threats have formed a comprehensive, multi-dimensional and
long-term challenge to human security. At the same time, The concepts of “human security” and “overall national
security” have been put forward, which highlights that “GGeneral Security” has already become a point of consensus
for both China and the international community.From the perspective of “General Security”, non-traditional security
is a kind of “species security”, emphasizing “field security”, including individual, collective and human security, and
further national security as well as human, social and global security. “General Security” extends the meaning of
“security” on three dimensions. The first is to magnify the referred objects by transcending the notion that “national
security” is the only basic unit or sole center of security. The second is to expand the relevant fields of security, and
include non-traditional security, which traditionally occupied a “low politics” position, into the national security
agenda. The third is to integrate different core values that underpin security, forming a composite of “security and
development”, “ security and justice,” “security and freedom,” and “security and emancipation.” The idea of “Peace-
cooperativisim” originates from “Bache Taihe,” which is a concept from the Chinese classic text Zhouyi (The Book of
Changes), and is the theoretical basis for realizing “General Security,” Ancient Chinese sages viewed the world from
the ontological standpoint of “holism,” and formed overall view of existence including “harmony between man and
nature” (Tian Ren He Y1), “all under heaven” (Tian Xia Wu Wai), and “the way of heaven and human nature”(Tian
Dao Ren Xing). They also constructed paths for “world harmony” (Tian Xia Da Tong) and “universal peace” (Wan
Guo Xian Ning), by using the methodology of “Yin and Yang”, “moderation” (Zhong Yong) and “harmony” (He
Xie). China has the earliest “alliance” system in the sense of “international relations,” the earliest “tribute” system
in the sense of “integration of civilizations”, the unique “character"mode in the sense of “elemental integration,” and
also the “traditional Chinese medicine” system based on the notion that “the whole is greater than the sum of parts.”
If “peace-cooperation” (He Xie) and “moderation” (Zhong Yong) are the most classical summaries and expressions
of the Chinese way of life, then “peace-cooperativism” is the core value of the notion of a “community of common
destiny” currently being pursued by the Chinese government. “Peace-cooperativism” aims at the construction of a
“community of human destinies”, so that countries can not only replace the “fences” with the system, the norms
and identities fication, but also achieve the aims of “amity, sincerity, mutual-benefit and inclusiveness” through “co-

n o

construction” “co-creation” and “sharing,”further achieving a “ harmonious world ” of “sustainable development”
and “ sustainable security.” An exploration of the “peace-cooperativism” concept and the construction of a “Theory

of General Security " attemptsto redefine ontological and methodological bases for security studies.
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