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Lunyu (G##%) Should Be Lunyu (f§3%):
Rectification for the Confucian Classic Having Been
Passed Down for 2,000 Years

Asano Yuichi

Abstract: About the title of Analects, Japanese Sinologist Takeuchi Yoshio made a thorough investigation in his book
Rongo no Kenkyu (Research on the Analects). He concluded that neither the “twenty-two-chapter Q1 version” nor the
“twenty-chapter Lu version” appeared in early Han Dynasty. Also, the school that taught Analects did not exist at that
time. The text of the handed-down Analects should be considered to derive from the old version of twenty-one chapters
found in the walls of Confucius’s old residence. According to the Book of Han: Yiwenzhi, the Analects originated as
individual records kept by Confucius’s disciples of conversations between the Master and them, which were then collected
and jointly edited by the disciples after Confucius’ death. However, in view of the repetitiveness of a certain amount of
dialogues in Analects, it should not be considered being edited and compiled on the basis of deep and rigorous discussion.
The conclusion from the Book of Han: Yiwenzhi, therefore, was not correct. From the Warring States Period to Qin-Han
Dynasty, the old text and new text differ greatly in many aspects. Based on the Chu bamboo slips of Warring States
Period excavated since the 1990s, we can see that although the character lun had the component of 75 yan in the old text
version of Analects, it’s hard to assume the same in the new text version, in that whether the components attached or not,
the position of the component or even the categories of the component have not been settled down yet. Some characters
had the component of 75 yan in old text; while appeared without it in new text. The present Analects was collected from
different sources, according to the different address of Confucius, such as Zi (), Fuzi (K7, Zhongni (ffi]Z) and
Kongzi (L, 7). Besides, there are ten pieces of Confucian texts in Guodian Chu bamboo slips, while seventeen pieces in
the Shanghai Museum's Collections of Chu Documents. They overlap only in the contents of Ziyi (/<) and Xing Qing
Lun (f: B ), suggesting that the Analects was circulated in single piece, instead of the settled form consisting of ten
pieces or twenty pieces at that time. All in all, considering the above mentioned forming process of the Analects, the title
should be Lunyu (##E) instead of Lunyu (i &F), which means the second generation or even third generation of disciples
of Confucius collected the bamboo slips filled with the dialogues between Confucius and disciples. Lun ({5) is made from
the component of ji (/%) and ce (ffif), while j1 (/%) means collecting and ce (ffi}) means compiling the bamboo slips with

strings, making the Lun (fij) mean collecting and editing the bamboo slips in order as a whole.
Keywords: Lunyu (3i5%); rectification of name; primitive meaning
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Shoshihyakka: Shunjii, Sengoku o ikitajonetsu to kosoryoku (Hundreds of Various Schools: the Enthusiasm and
Creation in Spring and Autumn Warring States Period); KodaiChiigoku no gengotetsugaku (Philosophy of Language
in Ancient China); KodaiChigoku no bunmeikan : juka, bokka, doka no ronsd (Views on Civilization in Ancient
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Warring States); ShangboChujianyuxianginsixiang (Bamboo Slips of Shanghai Museum and Pre-Qin Intellectual
History), ete.
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