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From “Gazing Westwards” to “Returning”

— The Transformation of Ideas and the Cultural Evolution of Taiwan in 1970s
Wang Diong

Abstract: From the outbreak of the “Diaoyu Diao incident” in 1970 to "the severance of diplomatic relations"
between the United Sates and Taiwan in 1979, it seems obvious that Taiwan met a series of serous diplomatic
setbacks in 1970s. Not only had the decennary predicament made by these setbacks profoundly constructed the
contemporary political development but alzo the spiritual and cultural trends of Taiwan society from 1970 to 1979,
With stimulation and catalysis of this critical predicament, a historical tumning tock place in the whole orientation
of ideclogical development and cultural evolution of Tatwan in 1970s. Breaking through the constraint brought by
the “core-peripheral” system, it started to focus on "returning” instead of “gazing westwards". There is no doubt
that there were two basic tendencies of the ideological transformation of Taiwan in 1970s. One 15 "returning to
tradition”, and the other i1s “focusing on reality”. As far as we can see, from the nationalistic emotion stimulated
by the outbreak of “Thacyu Dac meident” of intellectuals and student youth of Taiwan and the overall reflection
of "Westernization”, especially for "Amercanization”, to the specific examination and the spurn of "horizontal
transplantation”, these two subjects have been interpreted deeply and analyzed constantly. Also we can see it
clearly between the excavation, the carding, the connection and the confirmation for Chinese tradition in “modern
poetry polemics” and the conformity for Chinese realistic tradition made by “rural scholars” in "rural literature”
movement. Giving a further thought on “focusing on reality”, as far as we know, we can solve the problem about
the definition of “reality”, and we can also explain the confusion on the lengthy process of establishment of such
the “reality”. Accordingly, from here everything including materials and 1deals that people taken for granted in the
past has been illuminated by the light of wise thought and culture. As a result, such as the problem that the western
world especially the United States has owned general authority over Taiwan, the colonial stress on Taiwan financial
condition brought from US-Japanese economy, the dismemberment for the Taiwan culture made by the western
culture especially from the United States, the whole “losing roots” of Taiwan modern thoughts, the comprehensive
“ruptures” between ethnic history and cultural tradition of Taiwan society, the impoverishment of underclass during
the process of industrialization and urbanization in Taiwan, facing the theme of the times for “focusing on reality”,
these issues all became items which were considered deeply, researched extensively and debated for many times by
the intellectuals and the scholars on the thought agenda. From this analysis it can be seen that the ideclogical and
cultural circles in Tatwan in 1970s shows a wider, deeper view than it in 1960s.
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