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Abstract: In the later phase of the Second World War, the United States and the Soviet Union entered the
Yalta System characterized by “big power cooperation, division of spheres of influence, and maintenance of
postwar international order”. According to the agreements reached by Stalin and Roosevelt at Yalta, China’s
Northeast and Outer Mongolia were included in the Soviet spheres of influence in the Far East. In Stalin’s
strategic planning toward the end of the War, he adopted a dual strategy for the purpose of guaranteeing Soviet
influences in East Asia. The first goal of the strategy was to consolidate, through diplomatic channels, “interests
and rights” that the Soviet Union had obtained by then. The second was to find and catch right opportunities
to establish pro-Soviet regimes in areas under Soviet occupation by activating the “revolutionary network”
that the Comintern had previously established. In August 1945, the Soviet Union, through the making of the
Sino-Soviet Treaty of Friendship and Alliance, forced the Republic of China to accept the Yalta Agreements.
In the meantime, Moscow also tried to use former Chinese officers from the Northeast Anti-Japanese United
Army, who during the war years had been incorporated into the Soviet Red Army’s 88" Brigade in the Far
East, to establish a pro-Soviet regime in China’s Northeast. During this process, along with the changes in
international relations and the military-political status after the Communist Party of China’s dispatch of its
troops into the Northeast, Stalin adjusted his strategies. By the end of 1945, the units originally belonging to
the 88™ Brigade were merged with the CPC-led “Northeast Democratic United Army.” In the wake of Stalin’s
strategic adjustment, the CPC gained the external support, as well as the Northeast base area, that proved
to be of utmost importance in the Party’s competition for China's political power, which greatly accelerated
the progress of the Chinese revolution. In the early 1949, when the situation of the Chinese civil war became
clearer, Stalin secretly dispatched Mikoyan to Xibaipo, defining the principles underlying the “state-to-state
relations” between the Soviet Union and the new Chinese Communist regime. The new form of Sino-Soviet
relations, together with the “world revolution” mechanism that the Soviet Union had initiated in accordance
with this new Sino-Soviet relation, decisively undermined the Yalta System in Asia. Consequently, the postwar
international order also evolved from “great power cooperation” to the Cold War structure characterized by

“great power confrontation” worldwide.
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