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Self-Adjustment and Predicament of the
Enlightenment: Reflections Centered around
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Abstract: The “baptizing” of Enlightenment not only i1s a must for any society whether already modernized, in
the process of being modernized, or soon to be, but also inculcates into that society a set of basic values. In the
wake of post-modernism’s deconstruction of Enlightenment, the limitations of Enlightenment have been over
magnified, leading to people’s arraigning Enlightenment violently while at the same time going in the direction
pointed out by the Enlightenment under their assailment. In the same vein as Enlightenment’s criticism of tradition
radicalized the conflicts between the past and present, leading to the split of tradition and a series of tricky problems,
postmodernism’s criticism of Enlightenment and modernity also has a momentous consequence in the fact that
people still live in a “modern” world but with its foundation demolished. The best option to solve this problem
is in the self-adjustment of the Enlightenment. As a matter of fact, in the Enlightenment age of the 18th century,
philosophers such as Kant and Hegel had already made proposals in this line as possible solutions, though their
efforts were not successful. Kant’s adjustments on Enlightenment include: (1) Recognition of the finitude of human
reason, setting the boundary for scientific reason; (2) Making practical reason a compensation of theoretical reason,
which 1s similar to adopting Value rationality to set up an ideal in order to restrain instrumental rationality; (3)
Given the finitude of human reason, regarding transcendent rational world or moral theology as the highest ideal of
reason. Hegel, on the other hand, tried to realize Kant's goal of self-adjustment by rebuilding metaphysics, bridging
the gap between ideal and reality, and in such a way curbing the abuses of the human reason. However, since
human reason is in the final reckoning finite, as can be imagined, both Kant and Hegel's attempt to adopt finite
reason as a substitute for infinite reason must be futile. Moreover, the reason advocated by Enlightenment is in the
final analysis of it a kind of scientific reason, i.e., instrumental rationality. In an age of science and technology, when
the instrumental rationality is no longer guided by Value rationality, it is unavoidable for all transcendent religions
and metaphysics to become ineffectual. In such a sense, nihilism is an embedded element in Enlightenment, and
it is the Enlightenment itself that subverted its foundation. The self-adjustments of Enlightenment propounded by
Kant and Hegel have their deep roots in a social and historical context not far removed from realities of today, and
the predicaments and failure they encountered also bear relevance to the world we live in, a study of which may still

shed light to the many current issues we are faced with in a both theoretical and practical sense.
Keywords: Enlightenment, Modernity, Reason, Freedom, Traditional Culture, Nihilism
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R SR — BN A RER RS ¢ T4 RMEEN M AT TR 2 + A0 (0 7] B AR S T RE -

RREE U= ERHEEZ « —BFR T/ LA RENESRES » M5 5%
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B MEMEEERXEERERATEZ S B EHMEREBREENEE -
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ATIESKERE  REEPR (AEEERA) —F - B EREE (MEEERrA) —F
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BERRE s BEERRNY -7 OFESM (F. W. 1. Schelling, 1775—1854) T4 HEBBRENE
il ‘HEAEEREAL 0 BEHERESREEZGRRT - CEBTEAREAR 0 RITHN
RAGHFEAN M eh - BRI EER S - RREHF (HREBFE) M - ERERE
oMM RT  RELBH TEBEENIE AR PR NEBGBRIERMEEE
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AR REHEEE MR -~ RELHTEELEHENREE - Al BERHEREENER - Eih
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BE - WETRA o #EETEAE - UHTE#Y (B, D. Spinoza, 1632—1677) (EBEEES
WEHRERTE &Y EEARATENEBRERGNRE - BHEREFNE—  BREBHEE
RIAREE » BARTRNEN  BHEATRERNBERA  REAFEHEXRT —HERNEE - A
M ERHE R EERBEREREEARN B I MR EM R ZEEE  RERIHEERTEE
—% - RE BREEHTHAEN—F  BREl BRI SERFEAINEEE -

ERENBBEHREENERAEREEERER 1 54 DERBINEBRETEY (F
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@0@ «mIEAEETEY (L B ARDE, 1981) |, B0 22, 540, 41, 43, 341,
@ MnERIER - 28 «BHBRE (R @l 2002) | IRE. AEE G2, B279H.
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O [EmEE: CRES bR AHOSM, 2000 , B, L%, $5556H.
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O [EEEER: JeR R WHOHME, 2010) , FEME, T%, H671H.
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