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An Instance of the Rise of Rational Thinking in Ancient China

——— On the Evolvement of Three—Feet Wine—Utensil and the Vocabulary with Niao—Zhui
Zhang Fa

Abstract: The evolving line of wine-utensil in ancient China began first with Gui (#)of bird-shape and He (k)

of non-bird-shape in Taihu (A #])area, and after that came to Gui-Zun (# ¥ )with bird-shape in Shandong (111 5)
area and He (& )with non-bird-shape in ]ianghan(?liﬁ)area, then getting interaction with You-Zun (% %)
in Northwest area, finally became the Ji-Yi(%5%%)in Erlitou(— %) culture of the Xia Dynasty. It contains two

.f] issues: one of them is the relationship between the development of wine-utensil” s shape and that of the local
area’ s cultures and the other is how to give correct names to those different wine-utensils. The names of Gui (#)
@ and He (& )were given by archaeologists, while Gui-Zun (# %)and He (#)are new names decided upon
rg' according to these characters’ ancient meaning and the shape of the utensils designated. To gain a clear view of
H‘T their development, the wine-utensils with three feet discovered in the Southeast must be studied in connection with
the You-Zhuen (B %), not of the three-feet style) of the Northwest. After taking You-Zun (% ¥ )into the picture,
; it becomes clear that the evolvement of wine-utensils had been a result of constant cultural interactions. Coming
’.? along also with this cultural interaction is the development of rational thinking in ancient China, which is shown
v/ in the forming of words based upon character parts such as Niao (5)and Zhui (#£). Therefore, by analyzing
(: the structure and evolvements of the words in question, the development of the logic of thought in ancient China
would be well mapped. The two characters Niao (15 )and Zhui ()in the beginning had the same meaning both
;;3 referring to bird by having a bird-shape. Later, they evolved toward different directions. Compound characters built
Bl around the character part Niao ( &¥)retained the original bird shape and bird-related meaning, while characters
i formed around Zhui (££)fall into two categories: one kind of them keep to the bird meaning , such as Yan (Jff),
g Que (%), Diao (fllt), etc., while the other kind no longer have any direct connection with birds as can be seen in
3 such characters as Ya (), Yong(?ﬁ), and Juan (f5). Understanding the development of characters derived
N from Niao (F¥)and Zhui (f£)would enable us to have a better understanding of the related wine-utensils. These
T characters and wine-utensils also provide us with a clue to the development of rational thinking in ancient China.
i) Examined in light of correct understanding of these relevant characters, the three-feet wine-utensil would have its
L]

aesthetic value better appreciated, and at the same time the dispute as to the correct interpretation of the meaning of
Niao (15 )and Zhui (f£)since Origin of Chinese Characters might also be solved.
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