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System Determines Productivity: A New

Exploration on Productivity

Han Dongping

Abstract: As a combination of “production” and “force”, “productivity” refers to the “production
capacity”. This ability can be realistic which has played a role and also can be as potential ability which
will play. Therefore, it should be precisely defined as the ability which human beings obtain what they
desire in terms of external material objects by labor. The producers of productivity must be combined
with the production materials to produce those that can become “living productivity”, and 1n addition the
producers need to combine with each other to form social productivity. Thus, although the production
system able to make the two kinds of combination true is invisible, it is still the indispensable inherent
component element of productivity, in which the system that stipulates the relationship between the
producers and the means of production can be referred as “Production System I ”; whereas the system
that specifies the relationship among producers can be called “Production System [I ”. Productivity
1s composed of three factors: producers, means of production, and production system. Production
system 1s not only the composition of productivity, but also the decisive factor. On the one hand, 1t
always dominates the producers and the means of production; on the other hand, 1t also dominates the
development of the whole social productivity. As for science and technology, they are only the external
factors of productivity. The production system which determines productivity can only be formulated by
the people who arrange the production system, so the productivity can be transferred by the will of people.
The overall condition of a society's productivity is decided by the interaction of internal and external
factors of productivity. Among them, the production system which 1s the key element in productivity
plays a decisive role; the direct supplementary role is the other two elements of productivity—producers
and means of production. The social factors and natural factors that exist outside productivity play the
role of the indirect auxiliary. Therefore, the viewpoint which attributes the final decisive factors or the
ultimate cause of the development of social history to productivity may be of causal inversion. As we
all know, the things that are ultimate or fundamental can only be simple or single things, not composite
or complex things. The fundamental force of the social history development can only come from the
historical subject— human beings. As the designers of the system, people not only arrange the social

production system, but also all the other social systems.
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