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The Inner world of a Scholar of Literature and History

— On Deng Zhichen's Hermit Complex and Concern for the Real World
Zhou Jiming

Abstract: “Yi Min" (referred as the hermits in ancient China) is a group of ancient Chinese scholars who pursuit
spiritual cleanliness. The ideal of “Yi Min" is to be free from the restrictions of external possessions, to avold
taking themselves as the means to achieve other purposes and to guard their moral and spintual independence as
well as the personal dignity. Therefore, “Yi Min" does not serve the power and keeps away from the rich. Although
the era with "¥1 Min" is gone, its cultural concept has been rocted in the minds of Chinese intellectuals. Deng
Zhicheng, a contemporary scholar of literature and history, is famous for his works of The First Edition of Qing
Poetry Chronicle, Two Thousand Years of China, and Complete Collection of Antique Notes, etc. At the same time,
he is also a scholar with the clinging of “Yi Min" complex. In his dairy, he claimed himself to be a “Yi Min" and
described himself as being “no interest in fame and fortune, never seeking for official position”. He praised the
cultural deeds in the history like insisting cne’s moral integrity and loyalty, and meanwhile he despised the deeds
like being time-server and power-seeker or singing praises for bigwigs. His ideal character is that literati should
be in poverty rather than pursuing power and influence, because being in poverty would help them to create
master pieces, which is commendable and correct. During the periods of the Republic of China, Anti-Japanese
War and People's Republic of China, Dieng Zhicheng always practiced his principles of character like being
away from politics, fame and fortune, as well as escaping from the political and 1deoclogical controls. Deng Zhi-
cheng tried to detach himself from the real world, and however, he couldn't eliminate his care for this world. He
wamed himself not to get involved, but couldn't help criticizing current affairs. He believed that "the collective
leadership leads easily to shifting responsibilities onto others”. He pointed out that there were too many vulgar
words in current propaganda like "nac”, "gac”, “gan”, etc. and the government preferred to use "good harvest”
or "great harvest” instead of "harvest”, “go all out” or "exert the utmost effort” instead of "go ahead”, and =o
on. He criticized the intellectuals who once followed the same path with him but then lost their dignities while
pursuing fame and fortune after 1949 when the People’s Republic of China was founded. In academic ideas,
moral consciousness and ways of doing things, he and Chen Yin-que were so much in tune that they presented

to the modern intellectuals another personal character and another spiritual world.
Keywords: Deng Zhicheng, "YiMin"; solitude; fame and fortune; official rank
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