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“To Interpret Marxism from the Western
Standpoint”or “To Return to Marx’s Original

Philosophy”: A Discussion with Professor Yang
Haifeng on How to Interpret Marx’s Philosophy

Gong Jingcal

Abstract: Since 2008, Professor Yang Haifeng has published a considerable number of treatises, intending to
establish the standpoint that Marx’s philosophy is the logic of capital. He is committed to the establishment in
two respects. On the one hand, Yang rewrites Marx’s intellectual history in which he proposes two basic points: 1)
Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844 “did not surpass the contemporary theory of subject”; 2) Capital
“abandoned” “the ontology of labor”. On the other hand, Yang unfolds the capital logic as the Marx’s philosophy.
He points out that there is “no subject” in the capital logic, that at the starting point “goods’ quality has been
replaced by their quantity”, and that the core 1s the “formalized structural feature”. “How to break the ruling power
of the capital logic” “is what Marx did not give solutions to.” Defects in Yang’s theories can be revealed if put into
the original Marx's context. Firstly, his results are in contradiction with facts as a result of casual interpretation
of the contemporary intellectual history, Marx's intellectual history and the relationship between them. Secondly,
misinterpretations of Marx’s thoughts reveal their irrelevance in two aspects: imposition of non-Marx's thoughts
on Marx; application Marx’s thought in the wrong disciplines. Thirdly, his arguments are self-contradictory.
Fourthly, simplification of Marx's thoughts and capital logic distorts the original Marx’s philosophy. The above
defects originate in Yang's conducting his interpretation from the perspective of Western Marxism that bases its
theories on the position of a certain modern Western philosopher. The crucial weakness of the interpretation lies in
the coexistence of two subjects in its process: a Chinese scholar and a modern Western philosopher, which leads
to the fundamentally problematic ambiguity in the interpretation of Marx's thoughts. On the surface of it, when
the argument seems to proceed from a Chinese scholar’s personal viewpoint as indicated by the cue “from my
perspective”, it actually is the voice of a modern Western philosopher hidden behind at the core that is speaking. In
Yang’s context, the hidden subject who does the real talking is Althusser. It is a misguiding tendency for Chinese
scholars to follow the track of Western Marxism in the domain of China's Marxism philosophy research. The
correct way is to return to Marx's original philosophy by the following methodology: firstly, a direct conversation
with Marx is advocated with reference to other scholars’ views; secondly, historical and academic backgrounds
should be paid attention to; thirdly, macro-academic and micro-academic backgrounds should be focused on;
fourthly, Marx’s theoretical appeals should be considered; fifthly, interpreters’ psychological backeround should

not be neglected.
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original philosophy
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He earned his PhD from Beijing Normal University in 1998. Now he is a distinguished professor and a doctoral
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