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A Stylistic Study on “Speaking Out as a Speech”:
On the Formation of Pan-literature System

Hu daler

Abstract: There were two types of linguistic expression in ancient China: one 1s “speaking out as a speech”,
and the other “writing down as an article”. Correspondingly, there were two types of talents, one was called
“bizha”, the other was called “houshe”. The expression of “speaking out as a speech” is the so-called “Yan”
or‘Yu”, or a combination called “Yanyu”.“Yanyu”constitutes style in two ways, firstly, it can be epitomized
as“how to do”, in which “Yan” is represented by Taoism said and Legalism said in HanshusYiWenZhi, and
“Yu” by Lun Yu and Guo Yu. Secondly, it can be epitomized as“do what”, this kind of works are poems, songs,
ballads and rhymes. They are all natural works of “speak out” style. There are many other examples of this
stylistic phenomenon, such as “the six styles”, including dian, mo, xun, gao, shi, ming in Shang Shu, and the
phenomenon discussed in “interpret the language” in Shing Ming. The development of most of the styles
evolved from“speaking out” to “writing down”, Wen Xin Diao Long expounded this problem in three aspects:
Style developed from colloquial expression to polishing expression; stylistic norms were formed with the
development of style, and “speaking out” could evolve into a new style, for example the Zan style. However,
the reverse process might also exist, that is the style developed from “writing down” to “speaking out”. For
instance, in the pre-Qin period, before the Ci Ling was expressed, there existed many working procedures of
draft, discuss, modify and polishing. In Song dynasty, the commands were drawn up before it was announced
by the emperor. All of these works illustrated a fact that the works of “speaking out” should be prepared for a
better and more standard expression. These background work accomplished by the works of “writing down”.
This kind of style of “speaking out” is more important than the style of “writing down” for the sufficiency
in dissemination and acceptance for a long time. There was no work with Yan Yu style in The Selection of
Literary Works, after Wen Zhang Zheng Zong, compiled by Zhendexiu, the Yan Yu style was collected into
general collections as a classical pieces for the first time. Guo Yu and Zhan Guo Ce was pruned and edited into
many independent and combination literary piece, then which was compiled into general collections, called
“ciming” or “argumentation”, and so as the Jing Shi Zi, they were all compiled into general collections as an
literary piece as an consequence. In ancient china, only deeds and papers can be regarded as an article, by the
time of Wen Xuan, only the aesthetic texts can be regarded as an article, in the Song dynasty, all the works of
Yan Yu style, including Jing Shi Zi Ji, can be regarded as an article. Thus, Pan-literature system in china was
formed. In this process, all kinds of article stepped out of the old aggregate, the classification scheme of Jing
Shi Zi Ji, and integrated into this new Pan-literature system. As an consequence, the style changed, enriched

and developed itself, and literature stylistics were developing all the time.
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