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Moving towards the Universal Good from endlessly
Reproducing of Ren: Concurrently Discussing

Yang Dongming’s Universal Love and Care
Xiang Shiling

Abstract: Advocating the li consisting in the gi is an important feature of the prosperity of the school of xin in the
Ming Dynasty. As a proper norm, the li highlights gi's regular movement and changes in the world. Human or human
hearts come from gi's movement and changes. As the value of love born in the inner benevolence, the filial piety
provides dniving force for the implementation of universal love through the endlessly reproducing of gi's movement
and changes. Such inner or “inside” consciousness is an important base point for Chinese philosophy not to rely on
external God to solve the roots of love. The discourse of universal love of Neo-Confucianism, based on the “inside”
nature of benevolence, is more general value than the traditional Confucianism. Yang Dongming’s doctrine of ren
carries forward the spirit of benevolence that Wang Yangming's love people and things. Different people can have the
same good ideas owing to the unity of mind and nature as well as the li consisting in qi, which provides the necessary
ontological and cosmological proof for the universal existence of good. The “endlessly reproducing” not only reveals
the objective process of gi's movement and changes, but also connects from the welling up of compassion to the
implementation of benevolent government. Love is now in the world, which presents the feelings caring and loving
all things. Yang Dongming advocated spreading benevolence in order to avoid the indifference of the world. He takes
the help to the poor as a full expression of benevolence which means love should not just stay in the spirit of care.
People live in reality and have necessarily the consideration of interest which needs to be combined into conserving
good and benevolence. At the same time, people should be guided by wisdom and virtue in order to overcome the
estrangement between them. Yang Dongming called on having fun with people, which should be rather called good
with people———good can bring people the greatest happiness. From filial piety to the loving people and things, from
the prevailing of benevolence to the world as one, all of them are not only the deductions of theory, but also set an
example by Yang Dongming personally calling for universal good. The universal good is necessary to develop the

realm of self-spirituality, but it focuses on the social practice of universal love and participation in helping the poor.
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