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The Offside, Dislocation and Absence of Romance and
Rationality: A Research on the Reformation of Literary

Form under the Interaction of Literature and Politics

Zhang Baoming

Abstract: Approximately one century ago, many intellectuals in China proposed to reform the literary form in order
to embrace new culture and ideas, and this event eventually developed into a national one which is called the New
Culture Movement. During this movement, those intellectuals fired at old cultures and old systems, expecting to
substitute them with new ones. Although shared with this overall target, those mtellectuals disputed many specific
1ssues about how to realize it, because of their individual differences such as their family backgrounds, distinct learning
experiences and various economic histories.. This made them divide into two major groups and also made the New
Culture Movement orientate into different dimensions. Modernity brought energy to this nation, bringing with it some
negative consequences. The interaction of these multiple aspects brought this nation into the “concerns of modernity”.
[nitiated by different concepts of academics and politics, those two major groups proposed two opposite schemes
to revitalize the nation: Hu Shi and his followers wanted to revitalize it by improvement, while Chen Duxiu and his
followers wanted to revitalize it by revolution. Because of this huge divergence, those two major groups disputed on
many specific topics, such as the relationship of science and democracy, of vernacular Chinese and classical Chinese,
of the purpose of writing and so on, All of those disputes are originated from the offside. dislocation and absence of
literature and politics in the reformation of literary form just at the beginning of this movement. During this reformation,
Hu Shi and Chen Duxiu with their followers argued with each other about the relationship of “style” and “character” of
literary works. Because of this debate on literary form, literature, which should be romantic, was dominated by science.
Meanwhile, politics, which should be serious, was dominant by romance. It 1s this kind of interaction and dislocation
of romance and ration that led to the fierce conflicts and persistent tension both outside and inside of the New Youth
School. This introduced the argument of “issue”’ and “isms” between these intellectuals, the debate of “the law of
material” and “the law of personnel” among the Critical Review School and the debate of the relationship of science
and philosophy after the May 4th Movement, which are all the different vanants of this same question. Nowadays this

question is still open and exerts important influence through different forms in contemporary China.
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