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Abstract: Liang Qichao was famous for his Shiwu bao (Current Affairs), in which he published his best known
political commentaries, Bianfa tongyi (General Discussion on Reform) that partly expressed his reformative
thoughts during the 1898 Reform period. Bianfa tongyi is his first masterpiece written from 1896 to 1898,
originally consisted of a series of political commentaries. Besides, Bianfa tongyi is also an important source
used to study Liang Qichao’s political thoughts and designs of policy during the 1898 Reform period. After a
comprehensive survey from the essays first published in Shiwu bao and Qingyi bao (Journal of Pure Critique),
to the changes of writing plan and time of Bianfa tongyi, and to previous collections and republications of
these essays, we can conclude that Liang Qichao was ambitious about his writing plan, but Bianfa tongyi was
actually an incomplete book. Later, because the compilers and publishers simplified their work in compiling
Bianfa tongyi, readers and researchers have misunderstandings toward the book. First, from 1902 when Shanghai
Guangzhi Book Company (shuju) first published his Yinbinshi wenji (Collected Works of the Ice Drinker’s Studio)
compiled by He Qingyi, essays in Bianfa tongyi excluded the subtitles originally printed in Shiwu bao and Qingyi
bao. If readers had not compared Bianfa tongyi with Shiwu bao and Qingyi bao, it would have been very hard to
understand Liang Qichao's writing plan and its changes and thus many researchers would not have understood
the width of Liang’s reformative thoughts. Second, from 1926 (the fifteenth year of the Republic of China) when
Zhonghua Book Company (Zhonghua shuju) published Yichou Chongbian Yinbinshi wenji (Collected Works of the
Ice Drinker's Studio, Revised Version of the Year of Yichou) compiled by Liang Tingcan, all the essays from Liang’s
Bianfa tongyi did not tell their original publication dates, and in 1936 Bianfa tongyi published by Zhonghua
Book Company even mistakenly stated that these essays were published in 1896. Hence, many researchers could
not see the “progress” of Liang’s thoughts and some even consider the two essays of “The Reform must Begin
with Removing Manchu-Han Discrepancies” and “On Methods of Installing Conservative Ministers after the
Reform” as Liang’s self-justification after the 1898 Coup, and Liang’s drafted policies during the Reform period.
Particularly, the usage of the term “monarch and commoners’ co-governance” (junmin tongzhi) was an invention
when Liang continued to write Bianfa tongyi in Japan, but researchers consider this term as Liang’s policy
suggestion or words from the Reform period. Such a consideration further affects the objectivity of their research
conclusions for the whole 1898 Reform.
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