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The Four Kinds of Representations of Witchery
Aesthetics in “I Ching”

Wang Zhenfu

Abstract: ¥iang, Sheng, Shi, Qi are the four kinds of representations of witchery aesthetics in I Ching. First of all,
Xiang, quoting from the bookYl Zhuan, means "Jian(Xian) (Image is what is presented in your mind). As a kind
of mental image, track and atmosphere, ¥iang appears in mind. ¥iang means image. The metaphysical part i Tao.
The physical part 1s (1. Xiang is in the middle and acts as the intermediary of Dac and Ch. The witchery image (the
transition from image of objects, the witchery mental image of witches, the hexagrams and lines symbols system,
to the witchery mental image of the person who 15 under divination), and the esthetical poetic image (the transition
from image of objects, image of the creator’s aesthetical mind, the language words and symbol system in works,
to the mental image of aesthetic acceptance), act as heterogeneous isomorphism. The heterogeneous part is about
witchery and poetic, the isomorphism part is about the transitions between witchery and poetic, which are all dynamic
and four-dimensional, Secondly, about Sheng, ¥i Zhuan says that celestial and terrestrial forces in harmony. The
main hexagram of Hexagram Bi is Hexagram Tai that made up of (hian (heaven) and Kun (earth). The views of "the
great virtue of heaven and earth being life”, “life giving birth to a new life being I {changes)”, are a vital proposition
of Chinese life-culture. The concept of Chinese life-culture starts from Yi Zhuan, from which the witchery part of
“le sheng” (cheer for life) about "tian wen" (celestial) and “ren wen" (terrestnal) is one of the humane essence that
Chinese aesthetics tragedy tradition lacks of. The third is Shi. Every single diagram from the eight diagrams of I Ching
and the 64 hexagrams, along with Taiji Diagram and the Square Dhagram of the 4 hexagrams, are all about “Shi (time)
structure”, “Cruashi” (time of hexagram) is more important than "Guawei” (position of hexagram), which contains the
awareness of “witchery time”, which is typical in Chinese culture. The concept of “witchery time” in I Ching is similar
to “present time” and “phenomenoclogical ntuition” in “poetic time” from phenomenoclogical esthetics. “Witchery
time" is the “prehistoric” humane awareness of “poetic ime”. The fourth is Q1. The root of divination in I Chingis Q1.
Qi is "Xian (Gan)” (sense), and the reason that divination could be efficacious is because of i, which is interaction
and harmony between heaven and man, which is realized by witcheraft. ¥i Zhuan says that the essential (i created all
things on earth, and wandering soul is the change that is the eady cultural concept of philosophy that human life is the
gathering of (i, and when it is gathered, you will be alive; when it is dispersed, you will be dead in Chuang Tzu. The
"1 field” created from posterior Eight Thagrams aggregate in I Ching is in hammony with aesthetic conception and
artistic conception. The aesthetical significance of “Fiang, Sheng, Shi, Q1" in I Chingis in the position between destiny
and activity, divinity and humanity, worship and aesthetics.
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