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Yes or No about “New Chinese Literature”

Xu Zhixiao

Abstract: Most books on the history of Chinese literature have ignored the literature of Hong Kong, Macao
and Taiwan. While their absence in ancient Chinese literature is understandable, their absences in modern and
contemporary Chinese literature shouldn’t be allowed as all three regions are integral parts in the modern and
contemporary Chinese literary history. Therefore, What's more, the literature of ethnic groups and the overseas
Chinese literature shouldn’t be absent in modern and contemporary Chinese literary history. Are there solutions
to these contradictory facts that exist in modern and contemporary Chinese literary history so far? Some scholars
put forward the concept of the so-called “Chinese language literature” to solve this contradiction by way of
borrowing the western discourse pattern. Actually, it 1s irreplaceable, for the term “Chinese language literature”
does not cover native Chinese literature. It specifically refers to Chinese language literature in foreign countries.
Therefore, this solution is not acceptable. Some scholars suggested that the term “new Chinese literature” should
be used to summanze and replace. From the connotation of the term itself, the word “Chinese” has covered
all the regions and ethnic groups that use the Chinese language, while the word “new literature” represents
the literature in the new era, Generally speaking, the term “new Chinese literature” can substantially solve the
contradictions mentioned above. The term is quite inclusive, for it unites modern and contemporary literature
of the Mainland, Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan literature, literature of ethnic groups, and overseas Chinese
literature into an organic whole, indicating the academic and disciplinary characteristics of the state, the nation,
the age, and the culture. However, there are also some defects of this term “new Chinese literature”, for example,
how to avoid the problem of westernization, how to highlight the spirit of the native Chinese spirit, how to
resolve and maintain national identity, how to treat foreign writings in Chinese language, and so on. These
defects may lead to drawbacks and bias when we face the contradictions in the literary history. It is certain that
the constant discussions of the term “new Chinese literature” will promote the further academic development

of literary history.
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