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The Theory of Democratic Aggression: Democratic
Predicament from the Horizon of Permanent Peace

Deng Xize

Abstract: Permanent peace, as the aspiration of mankind, represents the fundamental connotation of “Great
Harmony” of ancient China. Kant explicitly proposed the “permanent peace theory” in Germany. Some Western
scholars proposed the “democratic peace theory” in 1970-1980s, thinking that few ornowar would break out between
democratic states. In other words, democracy 1s the one and only option to obtain permanent peace. Despite the
fact that quite a few Eastern and Western scholars criticize this theory, they fail to do it in a comprehensive manner
because they base their criticisms on the perspective of international politics or the international performance of
democracy. In fact, the international performances of democratic states are the logic extension of their domestic
performances, and their aggressiveness is the extension of domestic politics. And as a result of it, domestic
problems (the dilemma of scarce resources) will become international ones. Therefore, a more effective way to
criticize “democratic peace theory” should be put as follows. Based on the foundational assumptions of “scarcity
of resources + democratic system + people’s demands”, the first investigation should target on the domestic
performance of democratic system, and then second should be the international performance. By doing so, the
nature of aggressiveness of democratic states can be proved. In order to satisfy domestic people’s demands of
better welfare, the democratic states have consumed an increasing number of resources. Consequently, democracy
becomes more and more “expensive”. However, the scarcity of resources would result in irreconcilable conflict
between the increase in domestic demands and scarcity of domestic resources. In order to solve the problem,
the democratic states have to grab the foreign resources, and transfer domestic problems to international ones.
When they can’t obtain resources by peace means including international trade and negotiation, democratic
states would plunder resources by force, which would result in international conflicts including the conflicts
between democratic states and non-democratic states. This proves democratic states’ nature of aggressiveness.
But such nature is a logic possibility, and would not manifest itself on a frequent basis. The democratic states may
not invade other countries when they don't encounter serious problem of scarcity. But the nature of aggressiveness
would show up when these states are unable to tackle serious scarcity of resources by peaceful means, and when

timing 1s appropriate,
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