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Seeking Living Literature: Chinese Literary
Theory and Literary Topology
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Abstract: In the study of the development history of Chinese literary theory, there is a traditional view on
history, which is a concept about general values of literature derived from the history of literary development.
Since Wei, Jin, Southern and Northern Dynasties, the concept of literary history and literary values became
conscious, and exerted great influences in the later dynasties, and through a Chinese-Western theoretical
study of Wang Guowei, the theory of ancient Chinese poetics came to a logical consciousness. The concept of
classic literature has always been a dominant concept in the study of ancient literature and literary theory. The
linearity of literary history and the universality of literary standard are the mainstream concept of researches
on the history of Chinese literary theory. But the idea ignores or obscures an important problem in real literary
activities; how to understand the diversity of literature? Literature is not only a linear chain of inheritance of
classical literature, but also the diverse activities overflowing from an orderly time clues to the form of scattered
and diverse spaces. The development trend of being spatial has a great influence on the development of
Chinese literature ever since. Wang Guowei's another important contribution of “yijing” (Artistic Conception)
theory 1s to develop the special research approaches: transfer from the classic-centered aesthetic to the literary
experience beyond classical concept, namely, to the folk literature disdained by classic poetics. Such research
has formed the spatial poetics into on-site experience of literary activities. This direction of Wang Guowei's
research is both a challenge and a breakthrough to the mainstream theoretical concept of traditional literary
research. In the contemporary study of classical literary theory also appeared the tendency of spatial research
beyond the classical research of linear historical development. Spatial research in the historian circles has already
appeared, while in the study of history of literary theory, this way of research is just a new way different from
traditional exploratory research direction. A thinking mode of spatial research in the contemporary Chinese
", “literary geography” or “the geography with body temperature”, from
the research on geographical space, further deepening to the research of Literary Topology, namely, returning to

literary theories is called “literary map

the scene of the historic space to reestablish the cultural ecological surroundings. The way of Literary Topology
is to bring the complexity, contradiction and dispersion of the traditional literary concept into the cultural
ecological vision, so as to form innovation of concept, mode and method of research on Chinese literary theory,
expand the vision in studying Chinese literary thought, and deepen the understanding of the development and
heritage value of the traditional literary concept.
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