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A New Conception of Constructing a History of Marxist Cultural Theory
Lu Yang

Abstract: It is more than difficult to construct a history of Marxist cultural theory, for doing so one faces too many
questions, and how to define a “Marxist cultural theory” is not the least formidable one among them. From its very
beginning to a variety of contemporary “post-modern” cultural Marxism, its premise varies drastically according
to different theoretical contexts. Furthermore, how could all the recent developments in Marxist theories guarantee
their validity? In a degree, they may be rounded up into a collective whole only by a logic of Wittgenstein”s  “family
resemblance” , or Ernesto Laclau and Chantal Mouffe” s “articulation” theory, It is something utterly impossible if
we instead choose to focus on questions such as what is true Marxism? What is non- Marxism or false Marxism? A
realistic method, it seems, should probe into the probability of constructing a cultural Marxism based on text, if it is
to be interpreted in a materialistic context. Even so, there are still problems: how to differentiate between authentic,
non-authentic, and even anti-Marxist “cultural Marxism?~ What are the criteria for the differentiation? Does the
theory” s validity depend solely on their historical backgrounds or the endorsement of Marx” s own writing? For
reasons above, I am going to demonstrate the possibility of writing a history of Marxist cultural theory from six
perspectives:

A.Cultural thought of Marx and Engels.

B.From the Second International to Leninism.

C.The Rise of Cultural Marxism.

D.Cultural Theories of Frankford School.

E.Trajectories of Cultural Studies.

F.Cultural Thoughts in Post-industrial Era.

Such a framing may prove to be a too extensive, grand yet vague narrative endeavor, especially the evaluation
structure of numerous Western Marxist trends. However, it is almost universally true that the cultural thoughts of
most leading figures in these trends more or less have connections with Marxism. The key point here then may be to
decide upon a theory to support the framework. Theory is the other side of practice therefore always interpreted in
specific historical context, no matter what a strategic advantageous position it displays. In conclusion, stripped of its
historical texts and their synchronically-evolved contexts, the speaking of any theory will be but nonsense.
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FRMBREMAR AT . TG E PRI BT T, F R ERUR R A&, W2 H
B e AR AN A , HAS AR S LnAs, W AR 2 T S

(HAZR BT, FErak WM AR A G ve M E O sm e 2 thln, REAEZ KRR B iiid e
BMGHEE RS JEIS . WS OB MHEFIFISERK 2 i — vl LUSCRY , 322 120 S0AR . B an A

@ Michael Sprinker ed. Ghostly Demarcations: A Symposium on Jacques Derrida’ s Specters of Marx ( London: Verson, 1999 ) , 1-2.

@ Pierre Bourdieu, Distinction: A Social Critique of the Judgement of Taste ( Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1984 ) , English
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@ David Harvey, The New Imperialism ( New York: Oxford University Press, 2003 ) , 56-57.
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1911) WfEHEIE: A E S A M e fn B e B A28, SR A 88 7 1 4F i 4R 75 15 Bl AR 24
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ERATERE. 7 VHILT R, RAESTE. BEAART, WA CACE RS i RG R 2R R ER A
T RRBENS R T RAERA UK. WATFE AR SITE IR EEaER,
BB ERACRAZY, stEA B AN SRR M2 1 . R o 0 3 S B R 1 B AR A,
EEEIREAF I AB . BIMEIE R, ARMEHE RS E A E R LUB S S, g, FF g B g
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MNTREEEE B, 7 B B BRI RSO e, MEEOR. . B s
G EREAERSCE, BT DU BRI AR, ARy, TR TR . ey, B
SR BRI B S A AR AL EEAE E R S0, AP G B TR s, R
BRSO AR IREE, W BB TR R, B RBUEMES, KR E TR
SCALEE R PR SEE RE, EE A A, MR LERARE A ERERETERMEZ PR
A S BAR, WA R ROA R
BESR, %% ( B. U. Ynbanos, 1870—1924) H s, A5G SNSRI R, ACHTA S

WEMVEAUEAR, (EF 8 RSO BRI R, 2 S SRR, R R M E R AL
H 7P o 3B BV RN G R A P A B s P A S 8 SO AR RE | T L e 2 P A B LB RE 2 1%
— 5% T i ) 0 2 B A0 SO U RE R o 2 S R P AR ST AL A S T A A B, TR P B R I
B AR MR SRR B R A TEAESEE 1920 4F 10 H 9 H BN «BREE RS Sy IR
FREREY ) REGIUHEE:

. ARG ERE, MTRELEEE,

2. A REE W EERBG A, TR G 50 E A FB 48 & R R R R 2 E R

O [ 8] R "Bl - maki%” ,  SERRERENESD (b AR, 1995) | 4%, 5695 H.
@ [ 8 ARUESE: MRS RERIER” , AEMEEISEy (b AR, 2008) | BBCH i,
%5 101—102 H.
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B LEEEEAAGFRENEE T LI, MERKEER “SEER” SMEEER Il
M OMES , FE BRI o 2 DA R 41 S 1) 7 i T A8 B i A4 T % 11 B 28 SCA e o M A i 2 2%
iz, MM LA, MET TN EERIRPCERN R E SRS, E2E MBS
PR RN B R U T R

A B R BLATA ( Douglas Kellner ) 7EH « UL G T B F B UMY @ —30, #%
A B R RAER S RS R B R e . (R BRI, MR ERNE g, Y TR
FHECE 2 0 SCA RS 7 3, U R B E RN 2 MIREAR T DAL 26k . SN RE S
BERIME - 8% (J. M. E. Sue, 1804—1857 ) [/NERFIKSRME I, thiftil «fm e 2 A
FAEREAAI YD, 152 SO SOAR BRLEE SR A JR BRI B T K . (HEI ANl R, RSoa i
SRR HO A A ) 7 R A SO LA MR IR TA SRIB BE A A W 2, % P ARLASE R Y & 2 1R A A
B IEN . B, BV B R ) F R s — A, BRSO B R
A% N2 (HEMEINLL, SIS B E R T IEZEME R, EE &M EREIE AT

EAS TR AR, SIUAT A4 A0 W 4% B2 RN 2 B o e B2 R 3 i Ji 20 HEAC 5 B s R Y SO S 5 B
TEWMIE T B . MR, LB SCATF R 8GR T BSOS R i SO b, AR
A SR YR AR AR B B AR RN S 84 S5 B2 ) | I DAAEHE B KSR SR AR Y A BRe SRS D ST A D
BRI FE T, SR IE A AL B Se AR SR o WG S BT B 1 S BU R AR SO RE, MEAR R R
Ha B2 YR JCH IR B 22 R R I BRTE A 5, AR B SO R AR T o B 2R B R, X
TTIF 5 A JE B A SCAK A 7 BT e A B W R IR TP 2B AT, AR SO BT B AL . BOYR . RSB ST
BB . B REAETT . BEA, SEE SO ST B — S U RE kG R R s 2R T, R
NSO A2 EE RN A0 L I BB A8 &2 DANCURFI Z R IR S, M EZ, & HiA %
PO IR A FE 2 AL BE . MR ER A - R (S. M. Hall, 1932—2014 ) AN U «Fm
WS ELARAS> | AR UGS «CBURKEREA A KMy B#iA, o7 “EE—2—HE B4
E” NETIE BRI AR o e AT R A SRR R A R e SR R AR A AR RS <L
TR AL R KAy BRI B T . SUEAN I OAT H AR R R BB Y . TR B R
AL RE v SO T2ERU IR A E , L. B3R (M. Horkheimer, 1895—1973) i Xt
T 3 8 BT A 20 A T A% 1 8 R S RS S B PR SR B E — S, 3 i A o5 T S AL i
S E AR B o H 5 B 50 AR S YR A A A S A A 7 1 B 2 BT B B T2

O [ fi] 5% “BARERSCUL” , SIS bR NRBGE, 1986) , 5539 %, 5334 H.
@ Douglas Kellner, “Cultural Marxism and Cultural studies” , F5# R, CE2AHF5E» 11 (2011) : 5—13.
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M0 &R
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