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How to Deal with Poverty and Eliminate Poverty :
From the Poverty Perspective and Its Policy

Transformation in the Course of Human Society
Lin Mingang

Abstract: The issue of poverty has always been a core issue in the development of all countries. As people
continue to deepen their understanding of poverty, the policy of alleviating poverty and eliminating poverty has
followed. Initially, British scholars, Charles Booth and Seebohm Rowntree, took absolute poverty as their target
and made the solution of income poverty their major policy goal. After that, the British economist, William
Beveridge, set out the blueprint of “welfare state” with the main goal of getting rid of income poverty and
eliminating absolute poverty through social insurance, national aid and voluntary insurance. By the 1980s, a
multidimensional concept of “poverty”, instead of just low income, was widely accepted. In the 1990s, Amartya
Sen put forward the theory of capacity poverty, which directly led to the development of multi-dimensional
poverty index. At the same time, policies to alleviate poverty and eliminate poverty have also begun to focus on
multi-dimensional poverty. Among them, the anti-social exclusion policy represented by the EU has actively
interfered with the disadvantageous status of social members and increased the social participation of them to
achieve social inclusion, which has become the focus of social policy development. With the advent of a post-
industrialized society, especially the fourth industrial revolution, the new technologies are gradually eliminating
those routine manual work and medium-skilled work, exacerbating the inequality of labor income; the basic way
of life will also be denied that a considerable number of people rely on their work to earn income and make a
living. If we do not actively face this challenge, poverty will become a common social problem in post-industrial
society. In this sense, “basic income” was pushed to the fore as an innovative policy. Basic income refers to
the income that a political community pays to all its members. This income is based on the individual, neither
means test nor job requirements. Compared with traditional guaranteed income, more poor people get basic
income. Furthermore, the unconditional basic income contains much higher and more inclusive social ideals,
which is essentially different from the current social security system implemented in all countries. Basic income
has nothing to do with labor demand or wealth, nor with the family structure or residence. Reestablishing the
principle, that income rights take precedence over the right to work, has become not only an experimental policy
reform, but may become the basic part of the social security system and the most important policy choice in
the post-industrial society, shouldering the mission of ending poverty in all its forms everywhere in the affluent

soclety.
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