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Abstract: Writing history books in China has a long and rich tradition. Modern historians need to inhent
and develop this discipline of historiography on the basis of thorough understanding and research. A broad
vision should be taken on the study of traditional Chinese historiography, including how to write, why to write,
what to write as well as the necessary materials that historiography should have, etc. As to “how to write”,
this should not be restricted within the choice of genre. Writing procedures and steps should be taken into
consideration. In this discussion, writing practice of history books, cases, experiences and deficiencies should
be taken as support and also as a criterion of right or wrong. It can be seen that in the writing style of The
History of the Qin-Han Dynasties by Lii Simian, the extractions from history books were used, which has two
features: one is citing the materials directly without any change to keep the original appearance of historical
records and the other is making and organizing researches systematically to construct the framework based on
the writing scale for the preparation of a complete and thorough history book. In the choice of content, he drew
lessons from Ma Duanlin, a historian in the Yuan Dynasty who centered on the theme of “historical stability,
chaos, prospenty and declination” and “the 1nstitutional system of decrees and regulations”. Accordingly, Lu
Simian took the following steps in developing history books: reading historical materials, taking notes, sorting
out materials, and writing books, which is a traditional Chinese way of writing history books. It is beneficial
for historians to research and compose history in this way. And it is not easy to break away from historical
materials, or ignore the historical facts, or go so far as to empty and irrelevant talk. Lii Simian believed that it
was appropriate to integrate the traditional genre when compiling ancient history materials but inappropriate
to the following generations, which 1s a very creative point. Based on this view to the further study, except the
annalistic style, 1t 1s found that among the traditional three styles of writing Chinese history of the biographical
style, the institutional style, and the ji shi ben mo style (a writing style on the history present in separate
accounts of important events) the main difference is in content rather than in form. Since the chapter style
was introduced into China, the function of the above three styles has been replaced. However, some non-
mainstream styles are used in the writing of traditional Chinese history books, such as the history notes style
applied by Lii Simian and the detailed outline style by Qian Mu, Yan Gengwang and so on. These styles are

still available in the writing of history today, worthy of inheriting and developing further by future generations.
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