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On the Connection between American
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Abstract: For a long time, pragmatism has been considered as a kind of empiricism which belongs to the
tradition of Anglo-Saxon philosophy, or as a kind of scientific thinking way which is close to the standpoint of
positivism. This popular view is not beyond all reason, but it is rather inaccurate and thereby hinders the correct
understanding of the meaning and objective nature of pragmatism. It becomes easily visible that pragmatism
has a strong background of German classical philosophy if the transformation of American pragmatism to the
core concept “experience” of empiricism and the transformation of the core concept “mind” of rationalism are
carefully examined. Like British empiricism, American pragmatism takes “experience” as its starting point;
however, its “experience” has broken the limits of British empiricism and it has become permeated with the
ingredients of German philosophy. It is obvious that Peirce’s conception of experience is closely related to
Kant and Dewey is closely to Hegel. Even James, often regarded as being the nearest to British empiricism
in the family of pragmatism, does not tear himself away from the influence from German philosophy when
he constructs his radical empiricism. The pragmatist idea of experience inherits as well as surpasses both
empiricism and rationalism. Those who overlook the side of its empiricism that Peirce calls the Second and
that Dewey calls Darwin’s naturalism, will give up the world's restriction of thought; those who forget the
side of its rationalism that Peirce calls the Third and that Dewey calls Hegel's social-historic dimension, will
regard human experience as the natural behaviors of animals. In modern Western philosophy, “mind” is a
concept which is even more essential than “experience”. During the process of transforming this concept, the
spirit of German classical philosophy is also reflected in American pragmatism. Peirce’s rejoinder to Descartes’
philosophy of mind has the same purport as the normative turn to Kant: idea is replaced by concept, ego by
signs; it is not thoughts that are in the mind, but the mind in the thoughts. Dewey goes even further than Peirce
in distinguishing an individual mind from an individual with mind; mind in his sense has nothing to do with
ego but turns out to be a cultural meaning system which is, similar to Hegel's Spirit, above individuals. Mind

stands behind individuals and constrains their consciousness.
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WA - EHEESMNSERESR  AABBRIEZTE  ZHRE X LEFRECREMENT
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HREEREEESR LERE "0F E—HAW - AR LENNL  HEHBERHENE
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ANEERFT—BN - EAER  BEFEE HESNEENER ISEHESLS - ENLEET
HE BELEERTERNVHNERNEREENLE mLBFRE—EERARA  FIOMR
EEBMHERAER

NEMERZME, ERABAQZME, AATA —EABENERN. CEXBAEARAERE

EBETHEARRAS, BRRE—HEAZRENANERHNRRERNBE B E. ... R

ENFANIRERSCAAERNEFIREF. CENER (REANERNER) LE

A EREARSL. CEERTF2AN. —EFEW, EREZAHG. 2FHM. TUR,

ERAMREBY. ARENAN, BERAHTFENE, APNEREEE. —RFIHE

Efuglf. @

HEZHAH  EAFME-—FENRE KFEHETRZ2ES  ELBEIREAMEESK
FERNER EMEEERGAF EXBERBEET  -MAFZHUEEEERERE S

(1) 1. B. Baillie, The Phenomenology of Mind.
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REEXR  NEBVHEEEERN > HEEREL ANEREBVEBRNRATEER @ ANE
MOERALENHG - NEMRENZAERADFEGCH R UEERFEENLE (BER
;) UHETHEHAFLHERTEMNER SEEERR A\NTRERMARTEE. - BE
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MYEREERFENEERER TN EEREE P HED B MR - EEHELLILE (FF
PRES) BEL  MESABNEETAE  HEEUSBERLMEELE (ERALKL) - HE
M) ‘BB BMOWMENERERMEEER T (C. R Darwin, 1809—1882) ZBAEBEIEER
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