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Abstract: New Chinese poetry has been in existence for nearly a century since 1917, which, in its inception, saw a
wave of arguments for the abandonment of thythms and rhymes in support of “absolute freedom” as a result of strong
rebellion against their strictness in poetry written in the old style. Poets advocate the writing of metric verse, with the
New Moon Group of poets at their core and on the basis of the requirement for “poetry” by the Chinese language,
and engage 1n a powerful and creative exploration of the metric qualities in new poetry and its reconstruction. The
interaction of the two “extremes” is supposed not to only fully activate exploration, discovery and innovation but also
keep new poetry onto the ideal path of the “Middle Way”. But, as a result of the limited impact by Wen Yiduo and
other groups of metric verse, new Chinese poetry keeps moving towards the direction of extreme freedom and, with the
times changing, the strong desire for “the new” overwhelms the pursuit for the “poetic” resources and charm in Chinese
language. Although the debates about where new poetry should go temporarily ceases during the anti-Japanese War,
rational thinking on a deeper and more systematic level is continuous in the rear area of Southwestern China. On Poetry
by Zhu Guanggian 1s the most representative and most systematic theoretic work on Chinese poetry in the first half of
the 20th century, nearly half of which is about the discussion of the characteristics of rthythms and rhymes in Chinese-
language poetry. Soon after it, The Study of the Metric Rules of Chinese Poetry by Wang Li, an integration of all the
studies of rhythms and rhymes in Chinese poetry, is of epoch-making significance. Discussions of thythms and rhymes
of new Chinese poetry in the early days of New China are mainly of a continuation, along the way, of the discussion of
poems written with rhythms and rhymes in the 1920s and 1930s. The early and late 1980s 1s also an important period of
changes when openness, innovation and freedom once again become the mainstream, bringing the theory and practice
of “discarded rhymes” to an orgasmic level although the number of works has increased since the end of the 1980s that
reflect on the extreme “discarded rhymes” and discuss the “poetic nature” of the Chinese language as well as its value.
Looking back on the development of new Chinese poetry over the last century, one feels that the four concentrated
discussions of metrics can be described as those of new change, reconstruction, reconstruction and openness. The
contemporary study of rhythms and rhymes in new Chinese poetry 1s basically an arrangement of modern matenal,
based on free thinking, with a lack of theoretical examination that is historically deep and macro and that has a forward-
looking appeal. There is another issue one needs to be aware of, which is the “poetic” appeal of the Chinese language and
innovation used to be the two key elements in new Chinese poetry although they are, intentionally or unintentionally,
set themn against each other. A systematic and comparative study of the “new Chinese poetry” and its linguistic literary
characters ought to be an important direction for the metrics in new Chinese-language poetry, while exploring a perfect

integration of the “new” and “Chinese-language appeal”.
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