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On the Background, Core Issues and Theoretical

Orientation of the Rising Phenomenon of Immigration
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Abstract: In recent years, the phenomenology of immigration sprang up in the United States and Europe
as a branch of applied phenomenology. Its appearance not only relates to the anti-metaphysics tradition of
contemporary Western philosophy, but also has something to do with the fact of phenomenoclogical studies’
getting ever more profound and specific. In this process, the cultural, religious conflicts, the political turmoil,
and the large number of refugees swarming into the United States and Europe from the Middle East, West
Asia and North Africa, all in consequence of the extremely unbalanced globalization since the 1990s, also
play an eminent role. The phenomenology of immigration that studies the problem of immigration from
a phenomenological perspective is faced with three main problematiques: the reconstruction of new
immigrants’ sense of identity, the reconstruction of native residents’ sense of identity, and the establishment
of a new social contract and ideological foundation upon which mutual acceptance is to be built. Each one of
these problematiques is composed of many inter-linked specific problems, which constitute three mutually
independent problem clusters. Only a small number of these problems have been solved satisfactorily. Most of
the problems are still unexplored territory, waiting for the philosophers to investigate and research into. It is a
field in which Chinese philosophers and their Western peers are synchronously at a same threshold of entrance,
so it is entirely possible for Chinese scholars to open up a school of immigration phenomenology of their own
and provide a Chinese scenario for solving the global immigration issue. For phenomenology of immigration,
there are three key premises: firstly, immigration phenomenology presupposes cultural heterogeneity and
takes the ideological analysis of unique space form and sensual material as the subject of its study, hence the
phenomenology of immigration should be categorized as a branch of applied social science rather than purely
theoretical; secondly, in the three different degrees of reflections of the phenomenology of immigration, the
mentality-reflection activities and their intended objects are all empirical, temporary and partial, not issues to
be dealt with once for all, and they take as their ultimate goal the realization of harmony among all the cultural
others, a harmony that stops not in theory and consciousness, but should penetrate into the sphere of man'’s
will and emotion, namely the field of practice, and it is in this sense we say phenomenology of immigration
1s not purely theoretical, but rather a pragmatical philosophy; lastly, phenomenology of immigration stops
not with either the field of subjectivity or inter-subjectivity, rather, as a form of ideological reflection on the

phenomenon of multiculturality, it marches on deep into the field of multiculturality.
Keywords: phenomenology of immigration; applied phenomenology; pragmatical philosophy; multiculturality
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