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An Introduction to Contemporary Japanese Shin

Kunkogaku (New Philology)

Wang Xiaolin

Abstract: Traditional Chinese Philological Studies, or Kunguxue (§ll35%2) |, has today been superseded
by modern Western fields of learning such as semantics and other branches of linguistics. Yet from the
eighteenth century to the modern period, Xunguxue occupied a position of key importance in Chinese
academia. At the very beginning of the twentieth century, Xunguxue was also introduced to Japan by
scholars such as Luo Zhenyu and Wang Guowei, and this had a significant impact on the Japanese
academic world. After World War II, Xunguxue in Japan was further developed by a group of Eyoto-
based scholars to form a new theory known as Shin RKunkogaku (#ill55%) or New Xunguxue. This
school has hitherto received little attention from scholars outside Japan, but its methodology and theory
have seen widespread interest in contemporary Japanese research in the humanities. This paper provides
an introduction to the basic theory of Japanese Shin Funkogaku, its origins, and its potential significance
for future scholarship. It also explores how Shin Kunkogaku differs from traditional Chinese Philological
Studies or Xunguxue, as well as from the more recent and similarly named Western approach of New
Philology. The works of the scholars of Shin Kunkogaku combine the best features of the old and the
new methodologies of Philological Studies. In effect, the method allows the text to interpret itself. So
far this method has revealed remarkable results in textual criticism. And therefore, while the ultimate
goal of Xunguxue is to restore text as nearly as possible to their original form in the textual meaning and
social implication, Shin Kunkogaku is to break through the restriction and constraint. In other words,
in terms of textual criticism, Shin Kunkogaku is free of discourses of power, such as classic theology or
other singular ideology, while combining the spirit of positivism from the old philology with modern
western linguistic theories. On the other hand, it employs humanistic approach and scientific method to
accomplish textual analysis and interpretation, in order to revivify the facts and recognize the nature. As
Western scholars would put it, it is “to secure the autonomy of philology by separating it from theology”,
while also "be independent form of knowledge as a critique of authority a rejection of all metaphysical
grounding”. By this, we can nowadays use Shin kunkogaku to explore the origin, meanings and nature of
texts by exploring their rules, structure and difference, and thus both the widened scope and the depth

of humanities could be widened.
Keywords: Chinese Xunguxue; Japanese Shin Runkogaku; Eyoto School; New Philology
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