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Abstract: The affix “neo-" in the context of “Taiwan Neo-Scholastic Philosophy” refers to the unique Chinese
self-awareness and its approach in union with Sino-Western cultures, which, rooted in Chinese belief, absorbs
the rational spirit in Western classics to try to construct “Neo-Chinese Scholastic philosophy” on the basis
of Sino-Western studies. “Taiwan Neo-Scholastic Philosophy” includes the following characteristics such
as creationism 1n cosmism, Catholic belief in ontology, rational feature in epistemology, a pursuit for the
supreme good in ethics, as well as building a new Chinese spiritual life in Sino-Western dialogue. From the
general point of view, “Taiwan Neo-Scholastic Philosophy” is not limited in the regional issues of Taiwan,
but includes the global Chinese as a whole; it 1s not confined to the time being, but involves deep modern
reflections on the future prospect. From the perspective of modern philosophy, the value of “Taiwan Neo-
Scholastic philosophy” may include the following three aspects: the first is to follow the medieval rationalism
and methodology in western traditions and adopt their values in harbor of Christian belief; the second is to shed
light on Chinese doctrine of “Harmony of Heaven and Man”, which shows the positive value in the context
of expansion and loss of subjectivity; the third is to reflect on modernity and to develop and expand the value
of rebuilding subjectivity. On the one hand, the subjectivity of human nature is under construction, unable
to achieve perfect and supreme good—this avoids the case of self-inflation. On the other hand, subjectivity
does not yield to materialistic world without directions, but rather having a higher pursuit of meaningfulness
and a clearer direction of improving personhood—a detailed approach 1s to love other persons like loving
yourself. However, there are three predicaments that “Taiwan Neo-8cholastic Philosophy” has to deal with.
Firstly, “Taiwan Neo-Scholastic Philosophy” 1s not a real school but a historical coincidence in the special
period. There exist problems in the process of selection and system of selection of academic talented people.
Secondly, lack of the consciousness of question and creative spirit is another predicament which “Taiwan
Neo-Scholastic Philosophy” has to deal with. The Catholic background offers them better academic training,
but the consciousness of question is based on one’s native society. Thirdly, Scholastic Philosophy is only one
of the sources of “Taiwan Neo-Scholastic Philosophy”. They need to communicate with other schools and
different types of cultures with open minds. Therefore, for the further and everlasting development, the school
of “Taiwan Neo-Scholastic Philosophy” needs to have more dialogues and cooperation with others. Besides,
the school of “Taiwan Neo-Scholastic Philosophy” needs to rebuild their own consciousness of question and

creative theory based on the whole Chinese history and reality.
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