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Heading Towards Cross—Cultural Art Aesthetics

Wang Yichuan

Abstract: Cross-cultural art aesthetics, bestriding two or more art correlation domains, bearing a feature of
intermediacy or in-betweenness, is a branch of cultural studies that crosses over the boundary of one particular
culture and establishes association with another heterogeneous culture. This means “cross cultural studies” has
had its antenna in the body of art aesthetic issues, making “art aesthetics” conceive and give birth to its own sub-
branches. In addition, it also implies the transcending of the optimistic presupposition of comparative art studies
as a discipline to opt for the construction of the new disciplinary presupposition of diversity and differences. As it
is hard to communicate and achieve consensus among heterogeneous cultures and arts, the solution apparently
lies in the crossing of the boundaries between those cultural domains. Thus, in comparison with “comparative art
studies”, “cross-cultural art aesthetics” at present possesses the advantage of having more comprehensibility and
teasibility. As the study of aesthetic dimension about arts against the background of two or more heterogeneous
cultures, cross-cultural art aesthetics presents itself on four levels: cross-genre art aesthetics, cross-form art aesthetics,
cross-discipline art aesthetics and cross-value-system art aesthetics. The study-framework of cross-cultural art
aesthetics falls into three types, namely, the “crossing-over”, “crossing-into”, and “crossing-back” type. In
the working procedures of cross-cultural art aesthetics, issues like cross-cultural translation of languages, cross-
culturally sorting out art documents, cross-cultural interaction of artistic creation, cross-cultural appreciation and
interpretation of artworks, cross-cultural blending of artistic concepts and thoughts, and cross-cultural integration
of art history have to be resolved. The significance of cross-culturally art aesthetic studies is not about seeking for the
intercommunication and mutual identification among heterogeneous cultures and arts, but exploring the possibility
of dialogue among different parties as equals, with all their differences accepted and allowed for as a premise. While

“comparative studies” is more relying on the identification hypothesis among heterogeneous national cultures,

“cross-cultural studies” inclines toward the differentiation hypothesis: it is unavoidable for heterogeneous national
cultures to have differences, therefore, starting up an equality-based conversation among different parties becomes
an urgent goal on the agenda. This should be one of the indispensible options for art aesthetic studies especially now

when the global cultural diversity is appreciated more than ever before.
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