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Abstract: Researches on rural China in the 20% century have made great achievements. However, drawbacks
are also evident: first, research questions are limited to on “peasant revolt” and “peasant economy”, involving
also the understanding of social formation in rural China; second, the thinking mode presents a dichotomous
duality; finally, the study methods are fairly simple. These are the important reasons why Chinese rural societies are
paying a hefty price while at the same time are making miraculous progress. The higher altitude of 21st century’s
new historical vantage point brings with it new possibilities and new demands for research on rural China. The
completion of this historical task requires active reorientation not only in academic research but also in thinking
patterns. In other words, in-depth understanding of social formation of rural China is to be achieved from six
different perspectives of historical continuity: (1) It demands that rural social formation be studied under a longer
period of time frame. This helps to understand and discover the values and limitations of various endogenous
elements of Chinese rural society so as to make accurate judgments. (2) It presupposes a holistic view in the
understanding of rural social formation. In the past, more attention is paid to ‘chaos’, serious confrontations and
conflicts generated by hardship. In the future, attention should be given to understanding and discovering the
‘orderly governed state’ of Chinese rural society. (3) Understanding the characteristics of rural social formation
is essential. The large number of social relationships that people develop in life are critical to proper functioning
of a society; and daily life, production, relationships and their characteristics need to be further understood and
discovered. (4) It requires the understanding of genetic transmission in rural social formation. Successful laying-out
of groundwork and stepping-stones of the development of modern society 1s based on sufficient understanding of
the genetic inheritance of Chinese rural social formation, and accurately understanding and analyzing traditions
and their influence. (5) It further requires understanding of the basic units which form rural society. ‘Household
system’ is a key to understanding social formation of rural China, however, relevant research and knowledge are
not as comprehensive and thorough as research on tribal system, village community system and estate system. (6)
Finally, it requires understanding the diversity of rural social formation. In-depth understanding of the attributes of

‘land’ is the basis of the policy making, providing sufficient basis for ‘local adaptation’ in national policies.
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