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The Language Issue in the Studies of Ecological
Poetics and Aesthetics
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Abstract: In today's Western ecological poetics and culture studies, the language 1ssue has become a central
concern that no one can afford to ignore or bypass. It is a matter to be tackled with before any theoretic
construction of ecological poetics and culture is at all possible. As two distinct academic fields, the one
thing ecological poetics and ecological aesthetics have in common is they both hold “poetic dwelling” as
their ultimate goal, and in their theoretical construction they both should confront that Sphinx Riddle of
the language issue. In today’s ecological poetics and aesthetics, the looming up of the language issue is not
accidental or collateral in its nature, but rather the inevitable consequence of a contemporary predicament the
cause of which can be traced to two factors: on the one hand, it is the postmodern context, dubbed as “the
era of language”, which is highly verbalized and sign-orientated; on the other hand, it is the inner relationship
between language and being, between language and worldview, between worldview and ecological crisis. The
real state of nature as a result is eclipsed in this highly verbalized and sign-oriented postmodern context.
Humans, as the “beings of language”, are by their nature inseparable from language, which in turn molds
and modifies in an intangible but profound way the thinking, values, and behavior of the language speakers.
Between people’s value system, world view, and their language view, between people’s life mode and the mode
of their speech, there is also a direct correlation. Thus the counter-ecology language view and counter-ecology
language practice of some people are partially responsible for the current ecological crisis. This makes eco-
aesthetics which takes ecological aesthetic existence or poetic dwelling as its ultimate goal, and the same as
eco-poetics, have to face and put forward language issues. The revelation of the inner relationship between
language and being, between language and people’s world view, the critique on today’s verbalized social reality
and linguistic theories, is only a small part of the purpose of the working out of the language issue in the
studies of ecological poetics and aesthetics, the larger prospect is to build and establish an ecological view of

language as the linguistic theoretic foundation of today’s ecological poetics and aesthetics studies.
Keywords: ecological poetics; ecological aesthetics; poetic dwelling; “era of language”
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