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“To Be Human” And Human As It Is

Jiang Chang

Abstract: From modern times on, as a result of the ever stronger force of market and the logic of capital, as well
as theories defending them, some people have gradually been transformed into the one-dimensional “economic
men”. In consequently, these people for their grotesqueness are no longer “real human beings”. More than that,
the world constituted of such people is already jeopardizing the existence of human being. This is a significant
issue of our time that demands in-depth study and discussion by philosophers from all over the world. Man does
not naturally grow to be a “truly human being”; he is instead “made to be” human. Not only is the “truly human

being” “made”, he is also what a human being “ought to be”. As to what kind of people a true human ought to be,
there are four major views: those giving consequence priority believe the humans-ought-to-be are the people whose
action leads to advantageous results; moralists entertain the opinion that true human beings ought to be altruists;
in the eyes of perfectionists the prominent feature of humans-ought-to-be is their fully developed humanity; for
the pious, true human beings are those who are larger than life and aspire to be gods themselves. All the above
views were proposed in specific social environments. The social environment today is either already changed or
currently under rapid change, so it is likely views and concepts about “human-ought-to-be” should converge, and
qualifying standards of the “human-ought-to-be” recognized by different governments should also converge. A
general consensus shall be reached by all humanity as to the qualities of the human-ought-to-be, and a system of
relevant standards acceptable to all sides shall also be established. The human-ought-to-be, with the formation of a
personality as the main sign or embodiment of his maturity, is to emerge only when the development of humanity
has reached a certain stage. “To be human” is a marching forward process of a whole lifetime. At any given moment,
the person in question is already a human being, but also is on the way “to be a human being”. Factors bearing
upon humans-ought-to-be are many, and they alter with the change of time and society. But the five interacting
factors extremely influential on human-ought-to-be are still humanity, family, schooling, society and personal self-
cultivation and practice, with philosophy being one special factor. Standards and theories concerning the human-
ought-to-be proposed by philosophers vary, sometimes even to a great degree. But it is generally agreed upon that
humans are “made”; they are beings whose higher aspiration transcends mere sensual satisfaction, whose humanity
is realized in a way beneficial to society as a whole, whose personal conduct serves as the all-determining factor. A

person is to become a true human being only through an unwavering effort in self-perfection.
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